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Funding finally secured for soccer stadium site cleanup
Complex technical maneuvers with TIF districts and funds come up with the last $875,000
By JANE MCCLURE

With site work in full swing 
on a Major League Soccer stadi-
um at Snelling and Interstate 94, 
it’s time for community mem-
bers to get an update. Union 
Park District Council (UPDC) is 
hosting an informational meet-
ing at 6:30pm, Thur., July 13 at 
the MidPointe Event Center, 415 
N. Pascal St. 

The district council has in-
vited representatives from the 
St. Paul Port Authority, lead con-
tractor Mortenson Construction, 
Minnesota United FC and the 
City of St. Paul to speak about 
construction timelines, neigh-
borhood impacts and short-term 

plans for the site.
The south end of the Mid-

way Center superblock, bound-
ed by Pascal St. and St. Anthony, 
Snelling and University avenues, 
is fenced and barricaded. Large, 
covered dirt piles and a large pit 
are taking shape. During the last 
week of June, pile driving took 
place. 

UPDC s ta f f  and board 
members said the meeting is 
needed so that area residents 
and business owners can learn 
more about what’s going on. 
City permits for site work were 
issued in June, with more per-
mits needed as specific aspects 
of work—including the eventu-

al demolition of part of Midway 
center—take place.

UPDC Executive Director 
Julie Reiter said there have been 
many questions since site work 
began. Pile driving, which could 
be heard as far south as Summit 
Ave., also generated a flurry of 
calls and questions.

Minnesota United is hoping 
to play games in St. Paul starting 
in 2019. The team is currently 
playing at TCF Bank Stadium. 
The team recently announced 
it is a lead sponsor for the 2017 
Hmong Soccer Festival, which 
was held July 1-2 at Como Park. 
Moving activities to the stadium 
once it is complete has been dis-

cussed in the past.
Work continues to raise 

needed funding for environmen-
tal cleanup, through the St. Paul 
Port Authority. The Port is work-
ing with the city and soccer team 
on stadium and Midway Center 
redevelopment, bringing in Mil-
waukee-based developer Irgens 
for commercial aspects of shop-
ping center redevelopment. 

A key step was completed 
June 27 when the Port Authori-
ty Board acted to provide more 
money for site environmen-
tal cleanup, through a series of 
complex actions. The Port made 
amendments to the Midway In-
dustrial Development District, 

which is referred to as Snel-
ling-Midway. The amendments 
also affect two other industrial 
development districts, Maxson 
Steel on Dale St. near Como-
Dale-Front, and the Energy Park 

New gardens at Como Park harken back to historical concepts 
Article and photos 
by MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

The formal design of the 
newly completed Minnesota and 
Circle Gardens at Como Zoo 
and Conservatory is a graceful 
nod to the past—and the future. 
When the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory was built over 100 
years ago, in front of it was an 
extensive formal garden. The 
historic plantings there began to 
be removed in the 1920’s. Each 
decade that followed saw the di-
minishment of Aphrodite’s Gar-
den, the Iris Garden, the Peony 
Garden, as they were called, and 
fi nally, even the signature pergo-
la was removed. 

When Como Conservatory 
was built in 1915, visitors ar-
rived by public transportation 
in the form of street cars. Street 
cars were retired in the mid-
1950’s, and by 1974, the formal 
gardens—the fi rst thing visitors 
saw—were completely replaced 
with a parking lot. That area be-
came open turf in 2005 when 
the current Visitor Center was 
built.

Como Zoo and Conserva-
tory’s 1996 Master Plan recom-
mended bringing back some of 
the early design elements and 

plantings. With the completion 
of the Minnesota and Circle Gar-
dens in early June, this has been 

achieved.
According to Brett Hussong, 

landscape architect with the 

City of St. Paul Parks and Rec-
reation Department, “The new 
gardens feature 5,000 Minne-

sota native cultivars including 
lupine, blazing star, black-eyed 
Susan, allium, trillium, service-
berry, bee balm, and red bud. 
All of the plants in the ground 
are native Minnesota perennials; 
hardy plants that will come back 
year after year.” Hussong con-
cluded, “It was a challenging de-
sign project because of the scale, 
and because we needed to create 
strong seasonal variety.”

Funding for the new gar-
dens came from the non-profit 
organization Como Friends and 
from the Legacy Amendments 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 

C a m p u s  M a n a g e r  M i -
chelle Furrer, said, “We knew 
we needed to make Como Park 
Zoo and Conservatory a more 
accessible venue. Incorporated 
into the new design is a circle 
turnaround that provides a safe, 
convenient loading and unload-
ing spot for school buses, guests 
with limited mobility, and larger 
groups. Three buses can unload 
simultaneously, with enough 
room left over for cars to pass.”

“We’ve also relocated our 
Como Shuttle drop off spot,” 
Furrer said, “in hopes of easing 

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 4

Photo inset: The south end of 
the Midway Center superblock, 
bounded by Pascal St. and St. 
Anthony, Snelling and Uni-
versity avenues, is fenced and 
barricaded. Large, covered dirt 
piles and a large pit are taking 
shape. During the last week of 
June, pile driving took place. 

The new Minnesota and Circle Gardens have a formal geometry with plant lined paths connecting the Marjorie Mc-
Neely Conservatory, the entrance to the Visitor Center, and the Carousel. All plant materials purchased for the proj-
ect follow a City of St. Paul ordinance that requires plants to be grown free of pesticides, benefi ting insects including 
butterfl ies and honey bees. 
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Eighth annual ComoFest has something for everyone
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

ComoFest will be returning 
this summer for its eighth year, 
with something to engage all 
ages and interests. According to 
Michael Kuchta, director of the 
Como Community Council, 
”The festival began in 2010 as a 
‘stay-cation’ concept. We were 
on the heels of the recession that 
had hit a couple of years before, 
and there were plenty of people 
who just didn’t have the resourc-
es to take a summer vacation. We 
thought, why not come up with 
some fun, affordable activities to 
do close to home?”

What started as just one 
weekend of events has morphed 
over the years into the last three 
weekends of July. “From a Dis-
trict 10 perspective,” Kuchta said, 
“we thought it was important 
to schedule events in different 
parts of the Como neighbor-
hood. There will be something 
going on every Friday and Satur-
day and, if there’s more than one 
event, the times won’t conflict. 
We’re deliberately keeping Co-
moFest small and manageable, 
so people can just come and go.”

The District 10 Ice Cream 
Social will kick things off on 
Fri., July 14 from 5:30-8pm at 
the Como Park Street Car Sta-
tion (1224 Lexington Pkwy.). 
The Hubert  Humphrey Job 
Corps Center is donating the ice 
cream, which will be served by 
their culinary arts students. Paul 
Seeba, folk singer, guitarist, and 
neighborhood resident, will per-
form. “Based on the number 
of ice cream bowls we counted 
last year,” Kuchta said, “which 
is the only way we can track at-
tendance, more than 500 people 
attended.” Dairy and non-dairy 
treats will be served.

Kuchta underscored, “In 
addition to several tables we’ll 
have set up for neighborhood or-
ganizations, we’ll be promoting 
our organic composting site just 
north of the Animal Humane So-
ciety. Come hang out with your 
neighbors, and learn more about 
all the great things going on in 
the Como neighborhood.”

The ComoFest Art Fair will 
take place at the Como Lake-
side Pavilion from 10-2pm on 
Sat., July 15, featuring the work 
of two dozen community artists. 
A free yoga class taught by Me-
lissa Malen of Studio M will be 
offered at noon, also at the Pa-
vilion. 

That night from 6-8pm, tat-
too artist Brandon Heffron and 
the staff of Beloved Studios Tat-
too Parlor will host a summer 
party in the parking lot behind 
their business at 1563 Como Ave. 

Live music will be provided by 
Union Junction, with food and 
fun provided by Beloved Studios. 

On Fri., July 21 from 2-8pm, 
the Lyngblomsten Mid-Summer 
Festival (1415 Almond Ave.) 
will showcase the work of doz-
ens of artists living there. Darcy 
Rivers, community recreation 
director for the City of St. Paul, 
said, “This had been a stand-
alone summer event for years, 
and it just made sense to include 
it under the umbrella of Co-
moFest.” 

Lyngblomsten is a senior 
care facility that has been serv-
ing older adults since 1906. 
There will be make-and-take art 
activities led by organizations 
that Lyngblomsten partners with 
throughout the year including 
Northern Clay Center, the Poly-
mer Clay Guild of Minnesota, 
Art with Heart, COMPAS, artist 
Jan Gunderson, and the Weavers 
Guild of Minnesota. Live music 
and entertainment will be pro-
vided by Lyngblomsten art part-
ners including the Minnesota 
Opera, Lakeshore Players The-
atre, COMPAS, MacPhail Center 

for Music, Kairos Alive!, Health 
RHYTHMS Drumming, and the 
Alzheimer’s Poetry Project of 
Minnesota.

That evening at dusk, the 
film “Sing” will be shown out-
side at the North Dale Recreation 
Center (1414 St. Albans St.).

On Sat., July 22, the Co-
moFest 5K Walk/Run for Every-
one will take off from the Como 
Pavilion at 8:30am. Benefits go to 
the Living at Home Block Nurse 
Program. Registration for the run 
is $20 in advance for teens and 
adults; $25 on race day. Registra-
tion for youngsters 11 or younger 
is $10 in advance; $15 on race 
day. A second complimentary 
yoga class will be offered that day 
by Melissa Malen of Studio M at 
noon at the Pavilion.

For camping enthusiasts, 
the Northwest Como Recreation 
Center is hosting a movie night 
and campout on Fri., July 28 
from 6pm until the next morn-
ing at 1550 Hamline Ave. A 
community baseball game will 
start things off at 5:30pm, with a 
jump castle and climbing tower 
for the young and the young 

at heart. The Northwest Como 
Booster Club will be selling con-
cessions, and the movie ”Finding 
Dory” will begin at dusk. Tents 
will be set up before the movie 
begins; each family will need to 
provide their own tent, and the 
cost for camping out is $5/fam-
ily. Staff people will be on-site 
all night, and the rec center rest 
rooms will remain open. There 

must be one parent or guardian 
staying overnight in each tent. 
Wake up is at 8am, and breakfast 
will be served as part of the reg-
istration cost. All activities will 
be moved indoors in the case of 
rain.

ComoFest’s final event is a 
Community Appreciation Pic-
nic sponsored by TopLine Credit 
Union (976 Lexington Pkwy.). 
Branch manager Diane Monson 
said, “We’re so happy to spon-
sor this event, which we see as a 
way of saying thank you to the 
neighborhood. There’s no cost to 
attend the picnic; we’ll be serving 
up food, games, and prizes from 
11am-1pm. After the picnic ends, 
join us for the world’s shortest 
marathon: 26.2 YARDS (across 
the street) to Gabe’s by the Park 
Restaurant to continue the fun. 
We’ll be collecting free will do-
nations, and any proceeds will be 
donated to the ongoing work of 
the Animal Humane Society.”

Darcy Rivers shared a clos-
ing thought, saying, “Como is 
a neighborhood that regularly 
hosts huge events, some of which 
have a national spotlight. At Co-
moFest, the intent is to focus on 
our own neighborhood organi-
zations and services, and to get to 
know each other better. There’s 
a lot of pride in this communi-
ty, and when people love their 
homes and their community—
that’s worth celebrating.

KIDS EAT FREE
4:00PM - 10:00PM

TUE and SAT
Offer valid for up to 2 free kids

entrees from the kids menu per 1
adult entree purchase of $6 or more.

$5 OFF*
ANY CHECK OF $20 OR MORE 
OFFER VALID 7/13/17 THRU 8/10/17

20% OFF*
ENTIRE CHECK

OFFER VALID 7/13/17 THRU 8/10/17 Only valid at St. Paul Denny’s
1664 University Ave W

St. Paul, MN 55104

Only valid at St. Paul Denny’s
1664 University Ave W

St. Paul, MN 55104

One coupon per check, per visit. Not valid with any other coupons or 
promotional offers. Not valid with the 2-4-6-8 menu. Coupon has no cash value.

One coupon per check, per visit. Not valid with any other coupons or 
promotional offers. Not valid with the 2-4-6-8 menu. Coupon has no cash value.

ComoFest succeeds, according to Community Council Director Michael Kuchta, “because residents love living, work-
ing, and recreating in this neighborhood.” Pictured above are a group of four women, only two of whom knew each 
other, out for a walk around Como Lake. Their common thread of interest was the dog, Moppy, who was recently 
adopted from the nearby Animal Humane Society. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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West Midway is losing one of its 
longtime trucking businesses. 
Rihm Family Companies, Inc., 
which is one of the world’s old-
est Kenworth truck dealers, has 
announced plans to build new 
facilities in South St. Paul and 
Coon Rapid. The company will 
leave its longtime location south-
west of the Cleveland-University 
intersection.

The company turns 85 years 
old this year. Rihm also an-
nounced it acquired Red Wing-
based LTX, Inc., which owns Law-
rence Leasing Inc., the operator 
of Lawrence NationaLease. That 
commercial truck leasing compa-
ny has 15 locations in Minneso-
ta, Wisconsin, and South Dakota. 
The acquisition bumps the com-
pany’s workforce to more than 
300 workers, with 21 locations.

“Since 1932, the Rihm fam-
ily has provided great jobs and 
exceptional customer service in 

Minnesota and western Wiscon-
sin,” said Kari Rihm, president 
and CEO in a statement. “We’re 
pleased to begin our 85th year 
in business by welcoming Law-
rence NationaLease’s high-cali-
ber employees and management; 
providing better security for all of 
our employees; and improving 
service and offerings for our loyal 
customers. Our company’s future 
is very bright.”

But the company will leave 
the Midway after many years. 
Rihm was one of many industrial 
firms that raised concerns when 
the city rezoned many properties 
along University Ave. The change 
made the company a legal non-
conforming industrial use.

A new location in South St. 
Paul at Concord Blvd. and Ar-

mour St., totaling 68,000-square-
feet, will serve as RFC’s new 
headquarters and offer sales, 
parts, and service. A new lo-
cation in Coon Rapids near 
Highways 610 and 47 totaling 
75,000-square-feet will serve as 
a body shop, in addition to offer-
ing sales, parts, and service.

The company’s St. Paul fa-
cility will be sold, and the move 
to new facilities will be later this 
year.

Union Flats obtains financing
The Union Flats apartments at 
787 Hampden Ave. are mov-
ing ahead. The St. Paul City 
Council, acting as the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authori-
ty, voted June 28 to authorize 
the sale of up to $32 million in 
conduit tax exempt and up to 
$2.5 million in taxable hous-
ing revenue bonds. The council 
also approved a waiver of the 
city development fee.

Total development costs 
for the project are more than 
$67 million. Union Flats has 
received several grants for en-

vironmental clean-up and site 
improvements. 

Dominium Development 
wishes to construct a new 100 
percent affordable rental apart-
ment building at 787 Hamp-
den Ave.  near the Raymond 
LRT Station. Union Flats will 
have a mix of one to three-bed-
room units,  with 217 apart-
ments total. The project site 
is the former headquarters for 
Hunt Electric; it was rezoned 
from industrial to tradition-
al neighborhood use almost a 
year ago.

Dominium has extensive 
experience developing, own-
ing, and managing affordable 
multi-family housing. Founded 
in 1972, the company is cur-
rently managing more than 
25,000 units of housing in 23 
states, and are the second larg-
est owner of affordable hous-
ing in the country. Dominium 
has developed numerous other 
projects in St. Paul including 
Schmidt Artist Lofts, The Cam-
bric, and Lonnie Adkins Court.

The c i ty  approved what 

is  cal led a conduit  revenue 
bond, which is essentially pass-
through of financing. It doesn’t 
involve any financial risk to 
the city.

Historic redevelopment is 
challenged by Commission
Restoration and expansion of 
a historic University and Ray-
mond avenues building has 
run up against opposition from 
the St. Paul Heritage Preser-
vat ion Commission (HPC). 
On June 22, the commission  
voted to reject plans from Ex-
eter Group LLC for storefront 
redevelopment at 2400 Univer-
sity Ave. and deny a requested 
building permit. The commis-
sion is asking the developers 
to come back with a new plan 
to rehabilitate the street-level 
storefront spaces. That could 
mean repairing and retaining 
the historic building materials 
or developing a replacement 
that replicates the extant his-
toric materials and detailing.

Exeter also has the option 
of appealing the HPC decision 
to the St. Paul City Council. 
No appeal had been filed as of 
Monitor deadline.

Much of the property has 
been transformed from an old 
trucking company and ware-
house into the C & E Lofts 
apartments.  The remaining 
piece is what to do with store-
fronts that have housed a wide 
variety of uses over the years. 

The space has one future 
tenant, a second location for 
the Naughty Greek restaurant. 
But HPC staff, the developers 
and BKV Group architects need 
to come up with a new plan for 
the storefront.

Exeter would like to reha-
bilitate the 6,000 square feet 
of  commercia l  space  a long 
University Ave. into two sep-
arate 3,00 square foot spaces. 
The space has six bays and four 
doors. Some of the spaces have 
been modified. HPC staff esti-
mates that about 75 percent of 
the historic storefront compo-
nents remain. HPC staff, and 
most commissioners, oppose 
complete removal of historic 
storefront materials. 

The HPC instead propos-
es limited demolition, and re-
moval and reinstalling original 
brass decorative trim. At issue 
is how much work is needed, 
in light of deteriorated mate-
rials in many places, and what 
parts of the storefronts should 
be retained. Exeter Group con-
tends that no historic materials 
are in poor condition and that 
windows and doors need to be 
reconfigured for a new tenant.

The debate over the request 
generated more than 70 emails 
to HPC staff; most focused on 
the prospect of bringing a new 
restaurant to the space. Many 
emails resulted from a social 
media campaign. Commission-
ers and HPC staff explained 
that the commission doesn’t 
regulate  property use.  Four 
people asked that the plan be 
denied.

The Naughty Greek, which 
has a location at Selby and 
Snelling, would open a sec-
ond location in one part fo the 
building. Naughty Greek chef 
and owner Angelo Giovanis 
asked the commission to ap-
prove Exeter’s  plans so that 
he could open a second space 
there.

A tenant hasn’t been an-
nounced for the second space. 
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Rihm Kenworth to leave the Midway after 85 years

Development Roundup
By JANE MCCLURE

The St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) voted June 22 to re-
ject plans from Exeter Group LLC for storefront redevelopment at 2400 Uni-
versity Ave. and deny a requested building permit. The commission is asking 
the developers to come back with a new plan to rehabilitate the street-level 
storefront spaces with historic building materials, or something that would 
replicate the historic detailing.
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It doesn’t get any better than 
this: A night to enjoy free ice 
cream, lawn games, live music, 
and the best neighbors in the 
city. It’s District 10’s annual Ice 
Cream Social on Fri., July 14, 
5:30-8pm, at the Como Park 
Streetcar Station, 1224 Lexing-
ton Pkwy. N.

The evening features ice 
cream and colorful toppings; 
music from Paul Seeba; visits 
from Saint Paul police officers 
and f i re f ighters ;  meet -and-
greets from neighborhood or-
ganizations; and giant bubbles, 
face painting, outdoor games, 
and plenty of  lawn for  the 
young ones to run, jump, roll, 
and dive across. 

Vote with your feet 
(or something like that)
Saint Paul’s Public Works De-
partment is  developing the 
city’s first pedestrian plan. The 
plan will guide decisions on 
how and where to invest in 
Saint Paul’s streets and side-
walks.  To help the city out, 
Distr ic t  10 is  invi t ing your 
feedback on what it’s like to 
walk in the Como neighbor-
hood. 

Take our local survey: Go 
to www.surveymonkey.com/r/
walkD10 (the survey takes less 
than 3 minutes).

Making crosswalks safer
District 10 is launching a “safe-
ty flag” project at hazardous 
crosswalks in the neighbor-
hood.  We ’ re  mount ing  the 
flag kits at five crosswalks to 
remind motorists  that state 
law requires them to stop for 
pedestrians in a crosswalk. It 
doesn’t matter if the crosswalk 
is painted or unpainted—driv-
ers have to stop every corner, 
every turn, every time. 

Sponsor  a  crosswalk:  I f 
you want to sponsor a flag kit 

for a different crosswalk that’s 
important to you, round up 
$31.50, and we’ll  make and 
mount another kit. Find a list 
of more than a dozen available 
intersections on our website: 
www.district10comopark.org. 

What we want 
in our neighborhood
Como residents want more cof-
fee shops and sit-down restau-
rants in the neighborhood, and 
wouldn’t mind a corner grocer 
and a taproom, either. Those 
are  among the conclusions 
from a survey District 10 con-
ducted about residents’ views 
on neighborhood businesses.

The survey is one part of a 
research study that focuses pri-
marily on the Como-Snelling 
business district. The study is 
the first piece in a larger proj-
ect District  10 is leading to 
build a foundation for more 
amenities and economic in-
vestment in the neighborhood. 

You can read study high-
lights, and view the full survey 
results, on District 10 ‘s website: 
www.district10comopark.org.

Como Community Council OKs 
Delicata liquor license 
At the request of the Como 
Community Council  Board, 
the St. Paul City Council voted 
June 28 to waive the 45-day 
waiting period for a beer-and-
wine license for Delicata. That 
could help the restaurant open 

in the old Java Train / Como 
Park Grill space in July.

The casual, counter-service 
restaurant at 1342 Pascal will 
feature Neapolitan-style pizzas 
and gelato. Restaurant owner 
Matty O’Reil ly told District 
10’s Land Use Committee that 
he and chef J.D. Fratzke think 
“the neighborhood could use 
diversity in its food options” 
and that “the spot is dying to 
be something cool .”  Hours 

would be  11am-9pm week-
days, and 11am-10pm. Fridays 
and Saturdays. “I’m sensitive 
to the fact that this neighbor-
hood is residential,” O’Reilly 
says. 

Vacancy on our board
The Como Community Coun-
cil is seeking candidates to fill 
one At-Large board vacancy. 

The At-Large seat is open 
to anyone who lives in District 

10, which is the portion of St. 
Paul bounded roughly by Snel-
ling on the west, Larpenteur 
on the north, Dale on the east, 
and the railroad tracks between 
Pierce Butler and Energy Park 
Dr./Front Ave. on the south.

The elected candidate will 
serve unti l  Apri l  2019.  Any 
District 10 resident at least 18 
years of age is eligible to run; 
so are representatives  from 
businesses or institutions in 
the neighborhood.

To submit your name or 
to find out more, contact the 
District 10 office at 651-644-
3889 or district10@district-
10comopark .org .  To  be  in-
cluded on the ballot,  nomi-
nations must be received by 
Tues., Aug. 8. 

A special election for the 
seat is Tues., Aug. 15 at 7pm, 
be fore  the  month ly  board 
meet ing  a t  the  Como Park 
S t ree t ca r  S ta t ion .  Wr i te - in 
nominations will be accepted 
from the floor the night of the 
election. 

It’s really in October
St .  Paul ’s  annual  Reduce & 
Recycle  Ci tywide Drop Off 
Event at the State Fairgrounds 
was not in June. The flier the 
city mailed to your home was 
wrong. 

The good news: There will 
be a Drop Off Event at the Fair-
grounds. The correct date is 
Sat., Oct. 7, from 8am-1pm. 

Upcoming District 10 Meetings
• Como Community Council 
Meeting: Tues. July 18
• Environment Committee: 
Wed., July 26
• Neighborhood Relations and 
Safety Committee: Tues., Aug. 1
• Land Use Committee: Mon., 
Aug. 7

Development District.
The Port Authority can set 

up tax increment financing or TIF 
districts under state law, by estab-
lishing what are called industrial 
development districts. TIF allows 
additional tax revenues gener-
ated through redevelopment to 
be funneled into redevelopment 
costs for a property. How TIF 
funds can be shared between dis-
tricts is complex. In September 
2016, the Port created the Snel-
ling-Midway Industrial District 
to facilitate soccer stadium devel-
opment. The district included the 
Midway Center shopping center 
property but not the bus barn 
site where most of the stadium 
and its ancillary facilities will be 
located. 

The Port is leading environ-
mental cleanup for the stadium 
project and has received more 
than $3.1 million in state, Met-
ropolitan Council and Ramsey 
County grants. The city com-
mitted to funding the first $1.5 
million in cleanup costs on the 
bus barn property. That property 
isn’t eligible for the state and Met 
Council grants to be used there. 

Cleanup grants are still being 
sought, but there is a shortfall 
of $825,000 for the work. That’s 
where the changes to TIF districts 
come in. The Port will use TIF 
from Maxson Steel’s subdistrict 
Great Northern Business Center 

Phase II and Energy Park’s sub-
district Energy Lane Business 
Center. These two subdistricts 
currently have TIF receipts greater 
than the amount of money need-
ed to pay their current costs. The 
money is available to be used at 
Snelling-Midway.

Because the city hasn’t been 
able to obtain enough grant 
funding to cover its costs, they 
want to use a TIF funding in a 
pay-as-you-go project. The proj-
ect would take $375,000 from 
Energy Lane and $500,000 from 
Great Northern. 

But to do so, the Maxson 
Steel and Energy Park districts 
must include Snelling-Midway, 
so the three industrial develop-
ment districts were amended. 
State law allows what are called 
overlapping industrial develop-
ment districts, even if the proper-
ties aren’t contiguous.

The net result of all the com-
plex technical changes is that the 
city will advance money as a loan 
to pay for site remediation and 
related infrastructure costs on 
the Snelling Ave. portion of the 
redevelopment site. TIF dollars 
will only be used for the private 
development parcels along Snel-
ling, as outlined in the master 
plan for the superblock. State law 
doesn’t allow TIF funding to be 
used for recreational facilities.

The parcels eyed for the TIF 
funding and cleanup assistance 
are currently tax-exempt and are 
part of the bus barn site. The goal 
of the TIF transactions is to get 
the land cleaned up, redeveloped 
and returned to the property tax 

rolls. One parcel is 20,964 square 
feet, and the other is 36,840 
square feet. The properties are 

south of where Shields Ave. 
would be extended into the site 
and west of the planned stadium. 

The TIF actions will also go 
to the St. Paul City Council for 
action.

Soccer stadium site 
clean up
Continued from page 1

Annual Ice Cream Social scheduled for July 14

Como Community Council Corner
By MICHAEL KUCHTA, Executive Director

At the request of the Como Community Council Board, the St. Paul City 
Council voted June 28 to waive the 45-day waiting period for a beer-and-
wine license for Delicata. That could help the restaurant open in the old 
Java Train / Como Park Grill space in July.
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• Four cadets from the Marine 
Corps JROTC at Como traveled 
to Washington D.C. with Senior 
Marine Instructor Major John 
Foley to compete in the National 
Level Junior Leadership Academ-
ic Bowl. Out of 240 other MC-
JROTC schools in the nation, the 
Como team qualified during the 
school year to be one of the eight 
finalists. At the nationals in late 
June, Como’s Joseph Newman, 
Jacob Kingson, William Farley 
and Anderson Xiong placed 2nd 
in the Marine Division. 

The cadets produced a his-
toric mission by being the first 
team in 22 years of existence at 
Como to qualify for the national 
finals. Their well-deserved trip in-
cluded seven days in the capital. 
So beyond the competition, the 
cadets also saw monuments and 
memorials in D.C., visited and 
studied at Georgetown Univer-
sity, and had a midnight tour of 
the Pentagon with Defense De-
partment officials. 

Sergeant Major James Kirk-
land stressed that these academic 
team members are role models 
for the program in more ways 
than just their knowledge. “These 
four cadets have truly embodied 
what it means to develop lead-
ers with integrity and courage to 
overcome adversity and trans-
form their lives to serve their 
family, community, and nation,” 
Kirkland said.

• Como’s Academy of Finance 
(AOF) has established commu-
nity partners and local business-
es that consistently provide paid 
internships and opportunities 
for students. This summer, the 
BrandLab has awarded market-
ing internships to ten deserving 
Como students that have studied 
in the Academy of Finance: Rob-
ert Adams, Bee Lee, Tzong Lor, 
Tu Lor Eh Paw, Innocent Mur-
wanshyaka, Leia Pullen, Daniel 
Vargas, Nujeng Xiong, Tou Meng 
Yang and Jason Jett. 

The internships span eight 
weeks and allow students to 
work alongside marketing and 

advertising industry profession-
als. Participants will receive 
coaching, mentoring, advanced 
training and college preparation 
while getting paid! The Como 
students will be among 65 Rising 
Stars that BrandLab selected from 
13 high schools in the Twin Cit-
ies area. 

Como’s incoming senior 
class has 60 students that have 
completed three years of study 
in the Academy of Finance. Over 
90% of those students are placed 
in jobs or internships this sum-
mer. Other business partners 
with internships include Travel-
ers, Genesys Works, 3M, and even 
St. Paul Public Schools where 
three students will intern in the 
finance department.

The success of the program 
continues to gain attention, and 
funding for the AOF was the sub-
ject of a Minnesota Public Radio 
(MPR) interview with teacher 
Kris Somerville and student Wil-
liam Toney. The interview was 

played on the air June 9 and is 
linked on the MPR website.

• Although the school year for 
teachers officially ended on June 
12, dozens of Como teachers 
were back in classrooms leading 
instruction at St. Paul summer 
school sites by June 19. Several 
teachers also completed profes-
sional development programs in 
June. 

Jill Bachmann, a special ed-
ucation teacher, attended AVID 
(Achievement Via Individual De-
termination) training at the an-
nual AVID conference. She col-
laborated with other educators 
on High School Implementation 
Strategies to support students in 
challenging coursework across 
the curriculum. Roy Magnu-
son attended the AP (Advanced 
Placement) Summer Institute on 
the campus of Carleton College 
in Northfield, MN to prepare 
content for the AP Human Ge-
ography course at Como. Acad-

emy of Finance (AOF) teacher 
Steve Powers took the Economics 
course at Carleton to incorpo-
rate the material into AOF Social 
Studies classes.

Eric Erickson was granted a 
scholarship to study and present 
at the Foreign Policy Association 
Teaching Institute in New York 
City. 30 teachers from North 
America participated in policy 
discussions led by representatives 
from the United Nations, ambas-
sadors, government officials and 
professors. Information, insight, 
and resources exchanged at the 
Institute will continue to supple-
ment international relations and 
current events discussion while 
supporting Como’s participation 
in the Academic WorldQuest 
competition sponsored by Glob-
al Minnesota.

• Como Cougars’ soccer players 
have been busy training and devel-

oping their skills in June through 
voluntary workouts with their 
coaches. But the players and coach-
es are also donating their time and 
energy to the youngest players in 
the community in collaboration 
with St. Paul Parks and Recreation. 
“Soccer Stars” is a program for 
players ages 4-8 at the McMurray 
Fields on Tuesday nights for fun 
introductory soccer activities. 

Coordinated by Como boys’ 
coach Jonah Fields, and assisted 
by Como girls’ coach Kyle John-
son, the boys and girls from the 
school teams lead the sessions 
and pair up with the young par-
ticipants, to provide a personal 
and positive experience for all. 
“Watching the high school play-
ers and the young kids connect 
through the game of soccer 
shows we’ve got something spe-
cial in the Como Park communi-
ty,” Fields said.

• The Gibson Foundation is di-
rected by Como educator and 
junior varsity basketball coach 
Donnell Gibson. The foundation 
is leading two basketball camps 
in the community this summer. 
The Hope Heals Summer Bas-
ketball Camp is a co-ed program 
for 9-13-year-olds. There are 60 
enthusiastic participants. Como 
players Trey Clark, Malique 
McCoy, and Jason Jett are coach-
ing with Gibson at Hope Heals. 

For high school players, Gib-
son is running the Summer Bas-
ketball Institute. The institute’s 
focus is to better prepare young 
men to play at the high school, 
college and potentially profes-
sional levels. Workshop sessions 
include strength, fitness and nu-
trition, the game on and off the 
court, character versus talent, and 
building your brand. Instructors 
include Minnesota High School 
Hall of Fame coach Larry McK-
enzie, Timberwolves player per-
sonnel manager Kaayla Chime, 
and trainers from the Mayo Clin-
ic. The institute is intentionally 
small with a limit of 20 partici-
pants to maximize the classroom 
aspect of the program.

Summer includes developing skills and serving community  

Como Marine Corps JROTC cadets Joseph Newman, Jacob Kingson, Wil-
liam Farley and Anderson Xiong (from L to R), earned 2nd place in the 
Marine Division of the National Academic Bowl in Washington D.C. in 
late June. (Photo provided)

The Hamline Midway Library, 
1558 W. Minnehaha Ave., is hop-
ping this summer with Summer 
Spark performances and activi-
ties for kids and families, movies, 
and more!

Preschool Storytimes  in 
English happen at the library on 
Fridays, 10:30-11am. Upcoming 
storytimes will be held July 14, 
21, 28, and August 4, 11, and 
18. These fun, interactive events 
feature songs, stories, puppets, 
and more. They’re a great way 
for caregivers to bond with the 
young children in their lives 
while building a foundation for 
success. Children of all activity 
levels welcome!

Evening/Pajama Storytimes 

in English take place on Tues-
days, 6:30-7pm. Come to the 
library for bedtime stories! PJs, 
blankets, and favorite stuffed an-
imals are all welcome at these 
family events. Upcoming evening 
storytimes are scheduled for July 
18 and 25.

On Mon., July 17, 4:30-

6:30pm, the focus is on Nature 
Smart Fun. School-aged children 
and their families are invited to 
play with nature in paint, play-
dough, and ice. 

On Wed., July 19, 5:30-
7:30pm, ages 12-19 are welcome 
to a Teen Movie Night featur-
ing “Treasure Planet,” a Disney 

animated movie inspired by the 
novel “Treasure Island,” but with 
a space-travel twist. There will be 
popcorn served.

Summer Spark presents Cir-
cus Manduhai on Sat., July 22, 
2-3pm. Circus Manduhai spot-
lights Mongolian culture and cir-
cus acrobatics, with juggling, bal-
ancing, hula hoops, and more. 
The audience will also have an 
opportunity to try some tricks!

On Tues. ,  Aug.  1,  6:30-
7:30pm, Summer Spark features 
the Brodini Comedy Magic 
Show, a kid-friendly comedy 
magic show with plenty of audi-
ence participation. 

Local theater Dreamland 
Arts presents “Children’s Stories 
from India” on Sat., Aug. 12, 
2-3pm.

These events are part of the 
Summer Spark program, which 
allows kids and teens to earn a 
free book by tracking their read-
ing hours and trying and record-
ing new activities. See a librarian 

for more information!
On Wed., July 26, 1-3pm, 

Jody’s Documentary Film Se-
ries presents “Shalom Italia,” di-
rected by Tamar Al Anati. Three 
Jewish-Italian brothers in their 
eighties search for the Tuscan 
cave where they hid from the 
Nazis for six years. Plenty of hu-
morous bickering tempers their 
serious search. Enjoy the film 
and snacks, then stay for a post-
film discussion facilitated by 
Jody. This event is a collabora-
tion of the award-winning doc-
umentary series POV, the Ham-
line Midway Elders, and the St. 
Paul Public Library.

Also on Wed., July 26, 6:30-
7:30pm, local author Nancy 
Hedin will read from her new 
YA novel  “Bend.”  Lorra ine 
Tyler is the only queer person 
in Bend, MN—or at least that’s 
what it feels like when the local 
church preaches  so s ternly 
against homosexuality. Every-
thing changes for Lorraine when 
a new girl comes to town, and 
she uncovers an old, painful se-
cret that could tear her family 
apart. 

The Saints and Sinner Mys-
tery Book Club meets on Sat., 
Aug. 5, 1-3pm to discuss good 
mysteries. Contact volunteer G. 
Balter for book list or more in-
formation at gerribalter@gmail.
com or 651-224-5570.

Circus, comedy magic show, theater performance, this month’s highlights

News from Hamline Midway Library
By CARRIE POMEROY

Hamline Elementary wrapped up 
a lively year of learning and con-
nections with a fantastic Block 
Party, co-hosted with Hancock 
Rec Center, and an all-school 
dance video that features some 
great kids and good vibes. This 
summer we’re busy working on 

the gardens and future outdoor 
classroom in front of the school, 
getting new and returning fam-
ilies together for Hamline Sum-
mer Nights at Hancock Recre-
ation Center from 5:30-7:30pm 
on July 18 and Aug. 22, plan-
ning our 4th Annual Fall Festi-

val (Oct. 7), and working with 
some wonderful neighborhood 
groups on a community-created 
public art project coming to the 
corner of Hubbard and Snelling 
(Oct 7-8). It’s truly an awesome 
time to live and learn in the 
Midway!

Summertime at Hamline Elementary

Hamline Elementary School
By JESSICA KOPP

Young “Soccer Stars” are having fun 
playing the game and connecting 
with Como Park High School soc-
cer players on Tuesday nights at Mc-
Murray Fields this summer. (Photo 
provided)
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Gun violence in St. Paul
generates concern
Gun v io lence  i s  a  “publ i c 
health crisis,” according to St. 
Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell. 
Upticks in 911 and gun vio-
lence calls are stretching the 
city’s police resources. Strate-
gies to address the trends were 
discussed by Axtell and St. Paul 
City Council members during 
two presentations in June.

The sessions provided a 
one-year update of Axtell’s ten-
ure as police chief and gave an 
overview of what has already 
been a violent 2017. It  also 
gave council members an idea 
of what they might see from 
the Police Department regard-
ing a 2018 city budget request. 
Budgets  for  al l  c i ty  depart-
ments are in the works and will 
be released in August.

Shot s - f i r ed  r epor t s  a r e 
up 67 percent from last year. 
While Axtell tries to focus his 
department on more commu-
nity engagement, his officers 
are also trying to handle more 
and  more  ca l l s .  Ax te l l  de -
scribed the situation as a “sim-
ple math problem,” where the 
number of officers on the street 
is outstripped by the number 
of 911 calls coming in.

The city’s 911 calls are at 
the highest level in the histo-
ry of the police department, 
with 70,713 cal ls  last  year. 
That compares to 53,803 calls 
in 2013. Council members ac-
knowledged that part of the 
trend reflects the growth in the 
city’s population over the past 
decade. But other factors are 
troubling

Ward Five Council Member 
Amy Brendmoen asked Axtell 
if he’d be requesting addition-
al officer in the 2018 budget. 
Axtell noted that at 620 autho-
rized personnel, the department 
has the most offi cers it has had 
in its history. But the depart-
ment and city administration 
are discussing staff levels.

Axtell told council mem-
bers that the police and city 
face difficult challenges with 
gun and gang violence. “Yes-
terday’s fistfights are today’s 
gun fights,” said Axtell. “Young 
people in this community are 
settling their disputes and their 
differences with guns.”

More than 80 people have 
been shot in St. Paul in 2017. 

About 80 percent of the victims 
are African-Americans. Most 
are young people.

St. Paul has had 12 homi-
cides this year, with 11 involv-
ing guns. Major crime in St. 
Paul this year was up almost 17 
percent through the first half 
of June, compared with 2016.

Ci ty  Counc i l  P res ident 
Russ Stark asked if the increase 
in shots fired calls is a result of 
more guns on the street or an 
uptick in gang activity. Axtell 
responded that it is both.

Great River School plans for
expansion and reconstruction
Great River School, 1326-1336 
Energy  Park  Dr. ,  has  spent 
much t ime in the past  few 
weeks at City Hall, over its ex-
pansion plans.

The K-12 charter school 
provides a Montessori-based 
educat ion.  On June  5 ,  the 
school obtained a front setback 
variance to expand its surface 
parking. The setback is to be 
25 feet; the variance is for 19.9 
feet. The St. Paul Board of Zon-
ing Appeals approved that re-
quest.

A l so  in  June  meet ings, 
the St. Paul City Council and 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority approved a request 
for up to $18.5 million in con-
duit charter school lease reve-
nue bonds. The school current-

ly leases its space. The pass-
through bonds would allow 
Great River to buy its buildings 
and grounds. The funds would 
also assist with an addition 
and renovation to create more 
classrooms.

Great River began in 2003. 
The current enrollment is 428 
students, and the school plans 
to expand to 690 by the year 
2022. Novation Education Op-
portunities is the authorizer for 
the school. That company over-
sees more than 20 other char-
ter schools in Minnesota. 

The Charter School Devel-
opment Corporation owns the 
east building at 1326 Energy 
Park Drive. The School occu-
pies this entire building. Ener-
gy Park LLC/Wellington owns 
the west building at 1336 Ener-
gy Park Drive. The School occu-
pies half of this building, with 
the other half leased by anoth-
er charter school whose lease 
expires at the end of Novem-
ber. The purchase agreements 

require closings no later than 
the end of September 2017. 
The 

Construction will start in 
August of 2017, and be com-
plete before the commence-
ment of the 2018-2019 school 
year. 

Patrons will climb the walls
Vertical Endeavors, which oper-

ates indoor climbing facilities, 
will open its doors in a former 
Westgate area warehouse at 
2550 Wabash Ave., at the inter-
section with Emerald Ave. The 
company was awarded a con-
ditional use permit June 15 by 
the St. Paul Planning Commis-
sion. 

The commission’s decision 
is final as no appeal was filed.

Indoor recreational uses 
in St. Paul are required to have 
conditional use permits. The 
property is zoned for tradition-
al neighborhoods use. While 
the property zoning has been 
changed in recent years from 
industrial to traditional neigh-
borhoods, the rock-climbing 
facility is seen by city staff as 
an appropriate interim use.

The project faced no op-
position. District 12 St. Antho-
ny Park Community Council 
didn’t submit a position for a 
Planning Commission Zoning 
Committee meeting. City staff 
recommended approval with 
provisions for future sidewalks 
and connections to a proposed 
trail along a nearby rail corri-
dor. 

Rock climbing is one of 
the fastest growing sports in 
the United States, and Vertical 
Endeavors is one of the recog-
nized leaders in the industry, 
according to the Vertical En-
deavors website. The company 
was founded in 1992 and has 
locations in St. Paul, Minneap-
olis, Bloomington, Duluth, and 
Illinois.

Monitor In A Minute

The St. Paul City Council and Housing and Redevelopment Authority approved a request for up to $18.5 
million in conduit charter school lease revenue bonds for Great River School 1326-36 Energy Park Drive. 
The pass-through bonds would allow Great River to buy its buildings and grounds. The funds would also as-
sist with an addition and renovation to create more classrooms.

The city’s 911 calls are 
at the highest level in 
the history of the police 
department, with 70,713 
calls last year. 

By JANE MCCLURE
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Tired of dinner and a movie? Try an escape room adventure. 
By JAN WILLMS

Tired of your usual enter-
tainment venues? Want to try 
something different than going 
to a movie or play, attending 
a concert, or visiting a bar or 
restaurant?

You might want to try your 
luck with a fairly recent phe-
nomenon and spend an hour 
with friends in an escape room.

A group spends an hour in 
a locked room, solving puzzles 
to escape by the time that hour 
is up.

Jake  K lompien  and hi s 
friends, Kenny and Tessa Hub-
bell, have created PuzzleWorks, 
located at 550 Vandalia, Ste. 
311, to entice you to solve your 
way out of their escape rooms.

“Kenny  and  Tes sa  p ro -
posed the idea, and I came on 
board,” Klompien said. “We 
started the company last sum-
mer and opened in March.”

Klompien said it all starts 
with designing a room, which 
has to have a theme. “A com-
mon theme is  that  you are 
trapped in a crazy person’s 
basement, but that was a lit-
t le  dark  for  us,”  Klompien 
explained.  “Other  common 
themes are a detective’s office 
or a laboratory.”

P u z z l e Wo r k s  h a s  t h e 
Vault, a room with a built-in 
bank vault. Players must pull 
off a bank heist and then es-
cape. The other current escape 
room is the Loose Sleuth, a 
detective’s office in which par-
ticipants need to piece togeth-
er the clues to figure out what 
happened there. A third room, 

the Hospital, is under construc-
tion.

Klompien said that based 
on the theme, they start work-
ing on the puzzles. With the 
vault, for example, some puz-
zles have to do with exchang-
ing of money. And there are a 
lot of keys and locks within a 
bank, so those may be part of 
the puzzles for that room.

“There is a lot of trial and 
error,” Klompien continued. 
“For every idea that makes it 
into the room, there probably 
were a dozen puzzles that are 
either too difficult for us to 
build on our own or are just 
too hard to solve. Rather than 

making the room too difficult, 
we want people to have fun. 
So we want puzzles that make 
sense.”

He said the three divide 
the labor that goes into the 
business.  Klompien likes to 
build, so he does all the con-
struction and physical build-
ing  fo r  the  e s cape  rooms. 
“Kenny does all the electron-
ics and wiring involved, and 
Tessa comes up with a lot of 
the puzzles,”  he added. All 
of them also work additional 
jobs. Klompien is a freelance 
business writer for a company 
in Montana, Kenny works as a 
baggage handler for Delta and 

Tessa is a nurse practitioner. 
“Kenny also was at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota last summer 
studying mechanical engineer-
ing, but things got too busy 
here, and he had to postpone 
that for a while,” Klompien 
added.

He said people  walk in 
with no more direction than 
to figure out a way to get out. 
“You find some numbers, find 
a lock and try the numbers. 
The puzzles progress. People 
go in with some cluelessness, 
but they usually pick up pretty 
quick, especially if they have 
done escape rooms before. 
They know everything is there 

for a reason.”
Participants s ign up for 

an escape room on the com-
pany’s website, puzzlemn.com. 
There’s a drop-down calendar, 
and you pick which room you 
want and when you want to do 
it. You pay and come in, sign a 
waiver and get a brief introduc-
tion to the room. You have an 
hour to solve the puzzles to get 
out,” Klompien stated.

“Signing a waiver is a re-
quirement for insurance pur-
poses , ”  he  noted .  “Escape 
rooms are a new enough con-
cept that the insurance indus-
try has a hard time classifying 
us. At first, they wanted to put 
us in the same category as car-
nivals.  But there is  nothing 
physical in the room; it is all 
mental.”

He said they do ask peo-
ple not to take photographs in 
the rooms, and visitors seem to 
understand that.

The usual  number for a 
room can vary from four to 
ten.  “We have had just  two 
come, but it usually proves to 
be a little too much for them. 
We have tr ied groups of  11 
or 12. In at least one of the 
rooms, there just isn’t enough 
space for that many. And there 
is also the element that there 
are  too many cooks  in  the 
kitchen,” he joked.

He said the success rate for 
people solving the puzzles and 
escaping from the Vault is 30 
percent, and a little under 50 
percent for solving the Loose 

Jake Klompien sits at the entry to the bank vault in one of the escape rooms. Klompien likes to build, so he does all 
the construction and physical building for the various escape rooms. (Photo by Jan Willms)

Continued on page 8
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Sleuth. The business has also 
connected with Lake Monster 
Brewery next door to give puz-
zle participants a token they 
can use for a free brew. “They 
can celebrate their escape, or 
drown their sorrows if  they 
weren’t able to solve the puz-
zle,” Klompien commented. 

Klompien said what drew 
him to the business was the 
creativity in developing the 
rooms, as well as the mental 
challenges of it. “I don’t par-
ticularly like sitting down and 
doing Sudoku or  anything, 
but the creativity of this also 
drew me in,” he acknowledged. 
“People who seem to do the 
best are people who think a 
little bit in that way,” he said, 
referring to puzzle players. He 
also said younger people do 
well, based on all the video 
games they might play.

He said they might adjust 
the rooms a little bit for holi-
days like Halloween, but there 
is a limit to how much they 
can alter a room.

He said the escape rooms 
are popular in Asia and Eu-
rope, where they are more es-
tablished. “It seems like it has 
only been the last five years or 
so the trend has come to North 
America,” he noted. “It  has 
erupted in the last few years. 
When we were kicking this idea 
around, there were three in the 
area, with a fourth in produc-
tion. Now there are at least a 
dozen locally.”

PuzzleWorks stands out 
from the others, according to 
Klompien, because they design 
and create their own rooms 
and build everything on the 
site. “We’re local and proud of 
it because within the indus-
try there are some chains and 
props are purchased.”

“The business has contin-
ued to grow each month it has 
been open,” Klompien stated. 
“I have been surprised at the 
interest in the escape rooms. 
For a lot of people, it is still 
a novel idea. They have read 
about them, and this is their 
first time coming to one.”

But a lot of customers, he 
noted, have tried escape rooms 
before and want to keep trying 
them. “I think that speaks to a 
lasting trend,” he said.

Lyngblomsten certified as a Service Enterprise
Lyngblomsten, 1415 Almond Ave. 
W., has been certified as a Service 
Enterprise, a designation given to a 
small percentage of nonprofits na-
tionwide for their exceptional vol-
unteer programs. Lyngblomsten is 
the first senior care organization in 
Minnesota to become a Service En-
terprise.

“In my estimation,” said Jeff 
Heinecke, President and CEO 
of Lyngblomsten, “our volunteer 
program is one of the biggest dif-
ferentiators between Lyngblomsten 
and other senior healthcare orga-
nizations in the Twin Cities. Vol-
unteerism has been a part of our 
history since our beginning in the 
early 1900s, and I think the Service 
Enterprise certification affirms that 
what we’re doing is the right thing.”

The Service Enterprise Initia-
tive, or SEI, recognizes nonprofits 
that strategically engage volunteers 
and their skills across all levels of 
the organization to deliver success-
fully on their social missions.

Tim Overweg, Manager of Vol-
unteer Services for Lyngblomsten, 
thinks this designation indicates 
how Lyngblomsten is a step ahead 
of other senior care organizations 
when it comes to volunteer engage-
ment and management.

Overweg said of the more than 

300 Service Enterprises across the 
country, only nine provide services 
to older adults. And of those nine, 
only Lyngblomsten provides a full 
continuum of services, including 
healthcare, housing, and communi-
ty-based resources.

Katie Walsh, Program Director 
for HandsOn Twin Cities, worked 
with Lyngblomsten during the cer-
tification process. She wasn’t sur-
prised by how high it scored on the 
initial SED assessment.

“This is the highest SED score 

that I have seen to date,” Walsh 
said, comparing it to the scores of 
over 45 Minnesota nonprofits with 
which HandsOn Twin Cities and 
MAVA have worked. Lyngblom-
sten’s overall score, she continued, 
was 84 out of a possible 100, which 
indicated that it already appeared to 
be operating as a Service Enterprise. 
“It’s fair to say that Lyngblomsten 
is that ‘gold star standard’ for stra-
tegic and integrated volunteer en-
gagement within an organization,” 
Walsh said.

Using insights gained from the 
certification process, Overweg said 
thatt Lyngblomsten plans on pur-
suing additional goals over the next 
several years. These include provid-
ing volunteers with more opportu-
nities for skills-based volunteering, 
creating a culture where all staff see 
volunteers as important partners in 
their work and increasing Lyngb-
lomsten’s presence at volunteer re-
cruitment events in the community.

Escape room 
adventure
Continued from page 7

Tessa Hubbell monitors the screens 
showing the interior of the escape 
rooms. Tessa is the one who comes 
up with many of the puzzles that 
make the escape rooms a challenge. 
(Photo by Jan Willms)

Lyngblomsten is the first senior care organization in Minnesota to be certi-
fied a “Service Enterprise.” 
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Neighbors meet, greet, and chalk up the sidewalk
By TERESA MATTILA

Hamline Midway neighbors gathered at Blair and Syndicate on Sat., July 1 for a Side-
walk Chalk Art Party. It was a localized neighborhood planned and coordinated event 
creating the opportunity for kids of all ages to get together and beautify the neigh-
borhood sidewalks with art. Chalk was provided. Kids made chalk drawings, climbed 
trees, played hopscotch, ate cookies and cake and drank apple juice. Grownups had a 
nice time watching and visiting with one another. The weather was perfect. It was a 
great opportunity to meet neighbors that had never met before. Even Dixie the dog got 
involved by patiently waiting to greet the local mail truck driver.

AARP 
Experience Corps 
K-3 Reading 
Tutors Needed 
2016-2017 School 
Year! Stipend 
available for 
those willing 
to make a 
commitment for 
the school year.

Please Contact: 
Erin Simon
AARP Experience Corps 
612-708-5933  
esimon@expcorpsmn.org  
Or apply online at:  
http://expcorpsmn.org/ 
apply-online
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West Midway bikeway approved by Council; parking to be lost
By JANE MCCLURE

St. Paul’s first-ever two-way, 
separated bikeway will be in-
stalled this summer on Pelham 
Blvd. in Desnoyer Park neighbor-
hood and Myrtle St. in the West 
Midway. On June 7 the St. Paul 
City Council approved the Pel-
ham plans, which also include 
connections along Myrtle and 
Raymond avenues in the West 
Midway. The project has a cost of 
$250,000.

After public hearings were 
held June 7 and 21, the Coun-
cil laid over until July 19 its vote 
on amendments to the citywide 
Bicycle Plan. The citywide plan 
changes include details of the 
Capital City bikeway under con-
struction downtown, and the 
Grand Round, which Pelham is 
a part of. 

The Pelham bike connec-
tion will complete a section of 
the Grand Round, a 19th-century 
plan to build a citywide system 
of bike and walking trails. The 
Pelham section of the bikeway 
will have side-by-side bike lanes 
on the east side of the street, sep-
arated from motor vehicle traffic 
by white plastic delineators. The 
delineators, which are in use in 
Minneapolis, are seeing their first 
bike-related use in St. Paul.

Council President Russ Stark, 
whose Fourth Ward includes Pel-
ham, said the project had taken 
a long time to get approved. He 
is concerned that a good parking 
solution hasn’t been found for 
the south end of Pelham, where 
parking will be removed from 
both sides of the street between 
Doane Ave. and Mississippi River 

Blvd.
Pelham will lose all on-street 

parking, except for the west side 
between St. Anthony and Doane 
avenues. There is currently park-
ing on one side of the street in 
most areas, with two-sided park-
ing between Otis Ave. and Missis-
sippi River Blvd.

Stark said he is excited about 
the project and is pleased to see 
the new type of bike facility in-
stalled. “We’re behind the times 
in that regard,” Stark said. He 
said he’ll keep a careful eye on 
the project and if there are prob-
lems, he’ll be the first to speak up 
and seek changes.

Reuben Collins of the St. 
Paul Department of Public Works 
recommended that the project go 
ahead. It has been through sever-
al months of community review. 
“Pelham has been a bikeway for 
some years with ‘share the road’ 
signs,” said Collins. The city has 
received many complaints from 
cyclists contending that they 
don’t feel safe on Pelham as it is 
now, with speeding motor vehi-
cles.

Collins said putting the Pel-
ham project in place gives city 
staff a chance to see how such 
a bike facility would work. The 
project is also called a “cycle 
track.”

Plans call for taking parking 
off of Pelham and off of one side 
of Myrtle, a short street linking 
Pelham and Raymond. Collins 
said plans call for removing park-
ing for both sides of Myrtle, but 
one side was kept as a compro-
mise. Myrtle will become a one-
way westbound street for motor 

vehicles.
One area of concern is where 

Pelham intersects with Missis-
sippi River Blvd. and that street’s 
bike lane and shared the bike-pe-
destrian trail. Desnoyer Park res-
idents said trail users park on 
Pelham so that they can walk the 
trail. 

Dave Tierney lives near Pel-

ham and Mississippi River Blvd. 
He bikes to Minneapolis for 
work and appreciates the Pel-
ham work done with the avail-
able funding. But Tierney is 
concerned about safety, given 
Pelham’s condition. “Can we do 
better?” 

“The street surface is a prob-
lem,” said Tierney. Pelham has 

many patched and emerging 
potholes and crevices and is a 
bumpy ride. Tierney is concerned 
about the safety of cyclists com-
ing down the Pelham hill and 
turning onto Mississippi River 
Blvd. 

Theresa Olson lives on Pel-

Free concerts slated at Como Park through July
The free concert series, “Groovin’ 
In The Garden,” continues in July 
at the Como Park Zoo and Con-
servatory. While the grownups get 
their groove on with some of the 
Twin Cities best bands, the kids 
will be entertained by a climbing 

wall, bouncy house, and lawn 
games. Attend these free outdoor 
concerts and activities in front of 
the Marjorie McNeely Conserva-
tory on Wednesdays through July 
26 from 6-8pm. Food, ice cream 
treats, beer and wine, will be 

available to purchase. *If it rains, 
the concert moves inside the Mar-
jorie McNeely Conservatory for 
Music Under Glass! 

Wed., July 19 will feature 
Wild Colonial Bhoys. Jillian Rae 
will take the stage July 26. 

Continued on page 14
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You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter your information in the online Event Calendar.

In Our Community
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Puppeteers schedule 
free event July 22
The Puppeteers of America’s 
(PoA) National Puppetry Festi-
val attracts more than 400 pup-
pet artists who gather every other 
year to hone their skills and prac-
tice their art—Traditional, Glob-
al, Alternative, Outrageous, Po-
litical and Unusual Art that chal-
lenge notions about the Puppet. 

After ten years, the Festival 
returns to St. Paul Mon.-Sat., July 
17-22 at Concordia University, 
1282 Concordia Ave. PoA will 
bring together dynamic puppe-
teers and productions of every 
kind, including imaginative 
shows for kids and families, as 
well as distinctive cutting edge 
performances for adults. 

PoA is creating a special 
community celebration to mark 
its 80 years as one of the nation’s 
oldest arts service organizations. 
On Sat., July 22, 12-5pm, there 
will be puppet fun for everyone 
with free puppet shows, music, 
puppet exhibits and a puppet 
store. Kids and kids-at-heart are 
encouraged to bring their favor-
ite puppets for a fantastic puppet 
parade at 4pm. 

In addition to that free event 
on July 22, many award-winning 
puppet performances are also 
open to the public (with a ticket 
purchase). Tickets are available at 
Eventbrite.com. For more infor-
mation, visit nationalpuppetry-
fest.org.

Apply to take part in 
Holiday Marketplace
Application Forms are now 
available for those who want to 
display in the Hamline Church 
Holiday Marketplace. The event 
is scheduled Sat., Nov. 4, 9am-
3pm at Hamline Church Unit-
ed Methodist, 1514 Englewood 
Ave. Sponsored by the Hamline 
Church Women/United Method-
ist Women, this event provides 
an opportunity to buy holiday 
gifts from many great crafters and 
product vendors. Enjoy crafting 
workshops and visit with Santa 
and his elves. Enjoy coffee, baked 
goods, a soup luncheon, and 
desserts from the St. Columba 
Women.

Apply now to get an early 
bird table rate! Call 651-646-
3473 or email hamlinewomen@
gmail.com. (Please do not call the 
church offi ce.)

Celtic Junction 
given Legacy Grant
Celtic Junction Arts Center, 836 
Prior Ave N., was awarded a Legacy 
Small Grant of $7,339 by the 
Minnesota Historical Society. The 
grant will allow Celtic Junction 
to document, in 13 oral history 
interviews, the history of Celtic 
Junction Arts Center, including 
Irish music and musicians in the 

Twin Cities Community from 
1950-1990. 

Zion Lutheran 
takes on major reno

Rev. Dr. John Marboe, pastor at 
Zion Lutheran, 1697 Lafond Ave., 
was wondering if the neighbors 
were curious about the work 
being done to the exterior of 
their 105-year-old building. The 
church contracted with American 
Masonry to restore the brick and 
stone work (tuckpointing) on the 
exterior, and with Gaytee-Palmer 
to restore the large stained glass 
window over the south entrance. 

This little church rarely has 
more than 40 people on a Sun-
day morning, but they share the 
building with a church of Ethio-
pian immigrants, and a Seventh 
Day Adventist church. 

Zion Lutheran’s goal is to 
be of meaningful service in the 
neighborhood. To that end they 
continue to offer a free home 
cooked meal every Thursday to 
persons in need, and send them 
away with a bag of groceries—no 
questions asked.

Zion Lutheran is having their 
second year of a week-long Art 
Camp for kids Aug. 7-11.

Marboe noted that the 
church might not look like 
much to some, but there is good 
energy there for the neighbor-
hood, for people—members, and 
non-members. 

New performance 
slated at Dreamland
Taous Khazem will present a new 
physical theater style play “Sun-
rise at Midnight” at Dreamland 
Arts (677 Hamline Ave. N.) for 
eight performances between July 
20-30. 

The play is directed by two-

time Ivey Award winner Ryan 
Underbakke with music com-
posed by Ivey Award winner 
Aaron Gabriel. Blending dynam-
ic theater and original songs, 
“Sunrise at Midnight” is a rare 
glimpse into the rich Kabyle 
Folktale tradition from Algeria 
virtually unknown in the Unit-
ed States. A flute that possesses 
the power to upend life as we 
know it; a sexy cautionary tale for 
young men looking to marry too 
soon; a chilling sacrifi ce a leader 
must make interweave to create 
an electrifying play of lust, wit, 
and adventure. 

“Sunrise at Midnight” runs 
July 20-23 and July 27-30, 
7:30pm. More information is 
available at dreamlandarts.com. 
Tickets are available on a slid-
ing scale $10-$20 (Pay What You 
Can) per ticket.

Jehovah celebrates 
Night Out Aug. 1
Everybody in the Hamline-Mid-
way neighborhood and beyond 
is invited to Jehovah Lutheran 
Church’s National Night Out cel-
ebration in the church parking 
lot from 5-8pm, Tues., Aug. 1.

The f ree  event  features 
games, prizes, hot dogs, drinks, 
sweet treats, and live music. Spe-
cial visits by fi refi ghters and po-
lice are expected. Help yourself to 
a free giveaway table with gently 
used clothing, books, household 
items and other goods.

The church is at 1566 
Thomas Ave., at the intersection 
with Snelling Ave.

Risk factor health 
screenings available
You can now learn about your 
risk for cardiovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes, and other 
chronic, serious conditions with 
affordable screenings by Life Line 
Screening. Bethel Christian Fel-
lowship will host this commu-
nity event on Wed., July 19, at 
1466 Portland Ave.

Screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque buildup in 
your arteries, related to risk for 
heart disease, stroke, and overall 
vascular health.
• HDL and LDL Cholesterol lev-
els
• Diabetes risk
• Bone density as a risk for possi-
ble osteoporosis
• Kidney and thyroid function, 
and more

Screenings are affordable, 
convenient and accessible for 
wheelchairs and those with trou-
ble walking. Free parking is also 
available. 

Packages start at $149, but 
consultants will work with you to 
create a package that is right for 
you based on age and risk factors. 
Call 877-237-1287 or visit the 
website at www.lifelinescreening.
com. Pre-registration is required.

Water project slated 
at Como High School
Capitol Region Watershed Dis-
trict (CRWD), St. Paul Public 
Schools (SPPS) and St. Paul Pub-
lic Works are teaming up to build 
a project at Como Park Senior 
High School that will capture 
and clean more than 6.5 million 
gallons of polluted runoff annu-
ally. Construction began in June. 

CRWD has worked close-
ly with SPPS and Public Works 
to build numerous large-scale 
stormwater management sys-
tems in the past. The effort at 
Como Park Senior High School 
is unique because it represents 
the fi rst time all three organiza-
tions have collaborated on a sin-
gle project. By working together, 
the partnership can build a larger 
and more cost-effective storm-
water management system that 
cleans more water.

Plans for the new system in-
clude a series of large pipes with 
thousands of holes that capture 
runoff and allow it to soak slow-
ly into the ground. Public Works 
has successfully diverted storm-
water to similar systems in the 
past, but moving stormwater 
across property lines to another 
landowner, in this case SPPS, has 
required creative problem-solv-
ing to establish clear roles and 
responsibilities. 

CRWD received a $1.76 mil-
lion grant award from the Min-
nesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources, with funds from the 
Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment, to improve water 
quality in Como Lake and Lake 
McCarrons. A portion of the 
grant, along with contributions 
from all three partners, will be 
used to cover this project cost, es-
timated at $600,000.

Watch next month’s Monitor
for a complete story on this 
important project.

SAP Library to 
celebrate 100 yrs
St. Anthony Park Library, 2245 
Como Ave., is celebrating its 
100th birthday Mon., July 17, 
5-7pm. Community members 
are invited to bring a picnic to 
enjoy on the library lawn and to 
watch a puppet show starting at 
5pm. There will also be craft ac-
tivities, garden tours, a contest 
for the best hat, a chance to share 
library memories and stories on 
the library’s Digital Scrapbook 
platform, and other activities.

“We’re excited to celebrate 
100 years in the community,” 
said library manager Tracy Bau-
mann. “From the beginning, 
St. Anthony Park residents have 
advocated for and supported 
the library. They continue to 
do so today—by creating and 
maintaining our beautiful gar-
dens, supporting library pro-
gramming, and helping create 
library spaces that support our 

programs and services.”
St. Anthony Park Library, 

originally built in 1917 and 
funded by Andrew Carnegie, 
was added to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 1984. 
An award-winning 1999 renova-
tion added a rotunda to the rear 
of the building, including an ex-
panded children’s services area. It  
is widely considered to be a “des-
tination library” for young fam-
ilies, teachers, and school visits.

St. Anthony Park Library’s 
celebration is part of the library’s 
100 Years/100 Stories campaign. 
Learn more at sppl.org/100.

Light focus of exhibit 
at Frameworks
Frameworks Gallery, 2022A Ford 
Pkwy., invite you to their cur-
rent exhibition through Aug. 12. 
“The Order of Light” features 
artists Jake Posey, Brock Larson, 
Kenneth Schweiger, and Anthony 
Brenny. The gallery is open Mon.-
Sat., every day at 10am.

Bedlam to perform at 
Can Can Aug. 5
Good Morning Bedlam is per-
forming at Can Can Wonderland 
on Sat. Aug. 5, 8-10pm. 

Good Morning Bedlam’s 
show is an explosion of energy 
with soaring harmonies, a banjo 
player that scissor-kicks in the air, 
a string bass that will shake your 
chest, and a beat that will have 
your foot stomping through the 
fl oor. Every song is a unique twist 
on what is generally dubbed as 
folk music. One moment they 
are blasting through a jubilant 
bluegrass tune, headbanging and 
careening around the stage, and 
in the next, Sophia, their fi ddler 
is dancing the Charleston during 
what can only be described as a 
modern folk swing dance song.

The show is for ages 21 and 
over, and there is no cover charge.

Support group meets 
in Falcon Heights
NAMI Minnesota (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) is 
sponsoring a support group spe-
cifi cally for partners or spouses 
of someone who lives with a 
mental illness. The Partners and 
Spouses support group meets on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30pm, at Falcon 
Heights United Church of Christ, 
1795 Holton St. For more infor-
mation, call Melissa at 651-354-
0825 or Sara at 763-350-6502.

Como Pool offers a 
lot of summer splash
Now that summer is in full 
swing, remember that Como 

Continued on page 12
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Park Regional Pool is now open. 
Open swim begins at 11am and 
goes until 7pm. The Como Pool 
features splash pads, lap pools, 
children’s pools, diving boards, 
climbing walls, water slides, 
concessions, and locker rooms. 
Como Pool also features a zip-
line and lazy river. 

Tot Time at Como Pool is 
back by popular demand. Tot 
Time will take place every Satur-
day, 9:30-1am. Admission is $8 
for one parent and child pair, a 
savings of $5. Each additional 
child is $4, and all children must 
be 0-6 years old. Only the splash 
pad will be open for Tot Time 
swimming and concessions are 
closed during this time. Everyone 
is welcome to stay for open swim 
at 11am at no extra cost.

Visit www.stpaul.gov/aqua-
tics for a schedule of hours and 
activities, costs of admission, as 
well as information about swim-
ming lessons and sailing classes.

Jehovah Lutheran  
to host Bach Sing
Singers of all abilities are invit-
ed to participate in Jehovah Lu-
theran Church’s performance of 
J.S. Bach’s cantata “A Mighty For-
tress Is Our God” (cantata BWV. 
80, Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott) 
during worship at 9:30am, Sun., 
July 30. The performance is free 
and open to the public. A free-
will offering will be taken.

Congregation member Ben 
Wegner, organizer and director 
of the performance, suggests par-
ticipants attend the following re-
hearsals: 
• 6:30-8:30pm, Thur., July 20;
• 1-3pm, Sat., July 22;
• 6:30-8:30pm, Wed., July 26;
• 5-6:30pm, Sat., July 29 (dress 
rehearsal); and
• 8:15am, Sun., July 30, prior to 
the performance.

The church is at 1566 Thomas 
Ave. Information is available by 
emailing benjaminwwegner@
gmail.com.

Blooming Butterflies 
is open at Como
It’s a flutter fest at Como Park 
Zoo & Conservatory, where the 
popular “Blooming Butterflies” 
exhibit is now open. Hundreds 
of butterflies from Africa, Asia 
and the Americas are flying freely 
in an indoor garden environment 
filled with tropical plants. Up to 
400 butterflies are released each 
week. Every day at noon guests 
are invited to pay $1 to release a 
butterfly. The free exhibit will be 
open daily from 10am to 6pm, 
through Sept. 4. 

Blooming Butterflies offers 
visitors a total immersion expe-
rience for young and old. The 
2,500 square foot greenhouse 
features a thriving butterfly hab-
itat that over the course of the 
summer will become home to 
over 100 species of butterflies 
from around the world. 

As many as 6,400 butterfly 
pupae (chrysalis) will be sent to 
Como throughout the summer. 
The chrysalis is unpacked, in-
spected for any sign of disease 
or parasitoids, then pinned to 
foam boards and placed into 
the emergence chamber. They 
emerge anywhere from two days 
to several weeks and then placed 

inside the exhibit. 
Blooming Butterflies intro-

duces visitors to the wonders of 
metamorphosis. This season-
al exhibit showcases countless 
beautifully colored butterflies 
sipping nectar and taking flight, 
offering guests the opportunity 
to better understand and appre-
ciate the life cycle of the creatures 
and their importance to the eco-
system. Inside the exhibit, you 
can chat with volunteers and ask 
questions, or simply relax and 
enjoy the garden while butterflies 
flit and fly about. 

While a few of the butterflies 
exhibited in Blooming Butterflies 
are found in Minnesota, the bulk 
of them are not native. Como 
holds special permits to exhibit 
these non-native butterflies. Most 
of the butterfly species featured 
at Como are short-lived with an 
average life span of two to four 
weeks. 

Variety show set 
every Thursday
Can Can Wonderland’s (755 
Prior Ave. N.) Yes We Can Can 
Variety Show is a wild ride along 
the rocky edge of entertainment! 
6-8 curiosity-piquing acts, woven 
together through music and song 
by a house band and local celeb-
rity host, Foxy Tann. You’re never 
quite sure what may mount the 
Indeed Brewing Company stage 
every Thursday night, July 13, 20, 
and 27, 9-11pm. The audience 
chooses a winner from the acts 
at the end of the night who gets 
$100 cash prize. The program 
is free, but you must be 21+ to 
attend.

HM Elders plan 
monthly events
Hamline Midway Elders (HME) 
has planned a series of events for 
the coming weeks:

Hamline Church and Elders 
Donut Palooza will be held Fri., 
July 14 starting at 3pm at Ham-
line Church United Methodist 
(1514 Englewood Ave). HME 
is excited to be partnering with 
Hamline Church United Meth-
odist on this fun event utilizing 
the bread oven on the church 
lawn. Join us inside the church 
building to feast on donuts 
made earlier that day by church 
members and volunteer elders. 
Church musician Ross Hacken-
miller will perform. Volunteers 
are needed to help bake and dec-
orate the donuts earlier that day, 
so please contact HME at 651-
209-6542 if you’re interested.

Jody’s Documentary Film 
Series continues Wed., July 26, 
1pm at Hamline Midway Library. 
The POV film “Shalom Italia” 
focuses on three Jewish Italian 
brothers in their 80s searching 
for the cave where they hid from 
the Nazis. No registration is nec-
essary for this last Wednesday of 
the month film series. So enjoy 
the documentary, some snacks, 
and a lively discussion led by 
Jody Huber after the film.

A  C o m m u n i t y  D i n n e r 
is scheduled for Thur., July 27, 
6pm, at Hamline Church Unit-
ed Methodist. People of all ages 
are invited to join in for HME’s 
3rd community dinner in 2017 
featuring a presentation titled 
“The Power of Story” by neigh-
borhood resident and New York 
Times bestselling author William 
Kent Krueger. Since a large crowd 
is expected, reservations are 

strongly encouraged—as it helps 
us know how many meals to pre-
pare. A free-will donation is re-
quested (suggested $10 for adults 
and $5 for seniors and children) 
along with donations for the 
food shelf. The goal for these 
dinner events is to attract a large 
audience for a wonderful meal 
(prepared by Chef Erik Hendrick-
son) along with an entertaining 
presentation to spread the word 
about the HME program to the 
entire community. 

The Monthly Luncheon 
is scheduled for Tues., Aug. 
8, 11:30am-1pm, at Hamline 
Church United Methodist. HME’s 
Second Tuesday Luncheons have 
been held monthly for the past 
16 years. Transportation can be 
provided for neighborhood se-
niors, and free blood pressure 
checks are provided. Lunch is 
served at 11:30am, and speakers 
present from 12:15-1pm. The 
topic for this event will be “Prop-
er Nutrition for Seniors,” and 
the presenter will be Yeng Moua 
from the University of Minneso-
ta Extension, Health & Nutrition 
Programs. Green Books will also 
host another book giveaway at 
the luncheon.

A Walking  Club  meets 
at 11am on Wednesdays in the 
parking lot of Hamline Church 
United Methodist (1514 Engle-
wood Ave) for a casual stroll in 
the neighborhood, fresh air, exer-
cise, and conversation. 

For more information on any 
of the above items, please con-
tact Tom Fitzpatrick at Hamline 
Midway Elders at 651-209-6542 
or email tom@hmelders.org.

 

Keystone plans  
programs for seniors
The Keystone Senior Center, lo-
cated at the Merriam Park Com-
munity Center, 2000 St. Anthony 
Ave., offers a variety of programs 
for seniors. Here are a few ongo-
ing events along with some others 
starting soon. Unless otherwise 
noted, these programs meet at the 
Merriam Park Community Center. 
Call 651-645-7424 for more infor-
mation.

Intermediate  Bridge  i s 
planned for every Thursday from 
12:30-3pm. A Brush Up Bridge 
group meets every Thursday from 
10am-noon.

A group gathers to play Crib-
bage every Monday and Tuesday 
from 12:30-3pm. Everyone is wel-
come to join.

Persons interested in play-
ing Scrabble meet at the Merri-
am Park Community Center every 
Friday, 11:30am-2pm. Drop-ins 
welcome.

Have fun with Mexican Train 
Dominoes on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month 
from 1-2:30pm. Stop by and play.

Arthritis Exercise will be 
held Tuesdays for eight weeks be-
ginning July 11, from 11am-noon. 
$8 for all sessions or $1 per week. 
Call 651-645-7424 to sign up.

Have some fun Line Dancing 
on Mondays from 1-2:30pm. $6 
per person. Call 651-645-7424 to 
sign up.

Zumba Dance Exercise is 
scheduled on Thursdays from 
11am to noon. This event is free, 
but call 651-645-7424 to get reg-
istered.

Keystone will hold their 
Second Annual State Fair Pic-
nic on Wed., Aug. 2, 11:30am to 
12:45pm. Share favorite State Fair 
foods and play some games. Cost 
is $6. Call 651-645-7424 to reg-

ister.
Come and share memories of 

summer at “Reminiscence: The 
Days of Summer,” on Mon., July 
17, 11:15am-12:15 pm. Free.

Learn about native grasses 
from David Crawford when he 
speaks on Wed., July 19, 11:15am-
12:15pm. A donation will be re-
quested. Call 651-645-7424 to 
register.

There will be an AARP Smart 
Driver-four hour refresher 
course on Wed., July 26, 9:30am-
1:30pm. $20 per person. Call 651-
645-7424 to reserve your spot.

Foot Care is available Mon., 
Aug. 7, 8:30am to 12:30pm. Call 
651-645-7424 for a half hour ap-
pointment. $20 per session.

Health Insurance Counseling 
is available the third Thursday of 
each month from 10am to noon. 
Free. Pre-registration required, so  
call 651-645-7424 for an appoint-
ment.

Co-ed Drum Circle 
planned July 28
The Women’s Drum Center, 2242 
University Ave. W., will present 
a Co-ed Drum Circle on Fri., 
July 28, at 6:30pm. Percussion, 
rhythm, and freedom of expres-
sion will be explored. The cost is 

$10 at the door, and all experience 
levels are welcome. Drums are 
provided. Info and registration 
can be found at www.womens-
drumcenter.org.

Movie in the Parks 
scheduled for 2017
Bring along a blanket or a lawn 
chair and enjoy a starlit night 
of fun with friends and family! 
Movies in the Parks provides a 
wide range of outdoor films 
at parks and recreation cen-
ters around Saint Paul. Movies 
in the Parks events are free and 
open to the public. Start times 
are approximate; movies typically 
begin at dusk but may start ear-
lier or later. Some offer preshow 
activities. Movies are weather de-
pendent and subject to change 
without notice. All children 
under 10 years of age must be ac-
companied by an adult.

Head to the North Dale Rec-
reation Center, 1414 St. Albans 
St., on Fri., July 21, 8:30-10:30pm 
for the screening of “Sing.”

“Finding Dory” will screen at 
the Northwest Como Recreation 
Center, 1556 Hamline Ave. N. on 
Fri., July 28, 8:45pm. This event 
is part of the 4th Annual NW 

Continued on page 13
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Sign up for fun at the rec centers
Registration for classes/activities is ongoing at stpaul.gov/activityreg-
istration. For questions or help with registration call the individual 
Recreation Center. 

Northwest Como Recreation Center, 1550 Hamline Ave. N., 
651-298-5813
—Adult Run Club; free; Wed., through Aug. 30
—Senior Gamers; adults 50+; Tuesdays (ongoing)
—Acting Extravaganza Camp; week of July 17, ages 7-10, $70
—Java Minecraft Modding: New Dimensions Camp; 
 week of July 17, ages 10-15, $110
—Track & Field Camp; July 17-20, ages 7-12, $90
—Artist Workshop Camp; week of July 24, ages 7-17, $90
—Artist Workshop Camp; week of July 31, ages 5-8, $80
—Soccer Camp; July 31-Aug 3, ages 5-12, $80
—Ballet Workshop; week of July 24, ages 6-12, $40
—Jazz Workshop; week of July 24, ages 6-12, $40
—Hip Hop Workshop; week of July 24, ages 8-14, $40
—Discover The Great Outdoors and Swimming Camp; 
 week of Aug 7, ages 7-11, $174
—Outdoor Games/Art/Swim Camp; 
 week of Aug 14, ages 7-10, $174
***Outdoor Movie & Campout, featuring “Finding Dory,” is 
planned for Fri., July 28. Activities begin at 6pm; movie begins 
8:45pm

North Dale Recreation Center, 1414 St. Albans St. N., 
651-558-2329
—Ultimate Frisbee Camp; July 17-20, ages 8-15, $80
—Ipad Music Production Camp; week of July 17, ages 10-16, $70
—Ipad Video Production Camp; week of July 24, ages 10-16, $70
—Baby Ballet; week of July 17, ages 3-4, $30
—Pre-Ballet; week of July 17, ages 5-6, $30
—Ballet 1; week of July 17, ages 7-12, $60
—Teen Ballet; week of July 17, ages 13-18, $60
—Jr Inventors Workshop, July 24-27, ages 4-6, $110
—Skateboarding Camp; week of July 31, ages 6-9 & 10-14, $55.
—Iperform Summer Theatre Production Camp; July 24-Aug 4, 
 ages 7-13, $110
—Paint on Canvas-Minions; Aug 2, ages 5-12, $26
—Art Around the World Camp; week of Aug 7, ages 7-10, $80
—Geology Rocks Camp; Aug 14-17, ages 6-11, $104
—Senior Days every Thursday from 10am-3pm, Fri from 12-3pm
***Outdoor Movie Night featuring “Sing” on Fri., July 21 at 9pm
***Summerfest on Tue., Aug 8 at 5-7:30pm

Langford Recreation Center, 30 Langford Pk., 651-298-5765
—The Art of Healthy Living; Tue., Aug 8-29, adults, $40
—Teen Yoga & Meditation; Tue., July 18-Aug 22, ages 13-17, $50
—Multi-Sport Camp; July 24-27, ages 7-12, $199
—Glow In The Dark Art; July 27-28, ages 4-9, $54
—Magic Storytelling; Wed., July 19-26, ages 7-12, $35
—Soccer Camp; July 17-20, ages 5-12, $80
—Fort Building Camp; week of Aug 7, ages 6-12, $74
—Disc Golf Camp; Aug 7-10, ages 8-15, $80
—Volleyball Camp; Aug 7-10, ages 9-14, $89
***Outdoor Movie featuring “Moana” on Fri., Aug 11 activities 
begin at 6:30pm, movie begins approximately 8:30pm
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Como Camp Out.
Celebrate National Night 

Out with a movie at Hancock 
Recreation Center, Tues., Aug. 1, 
with the movie “The Queen of 
Katwe.”

Then head down to Merri-
am Park Recreation Center, 2000 
St. Anthony Ave., Thur., Aug. 3, 
when they will show the movie 
“Moana.” The same movie is 
slated on Fri., Aug. 11, when it 
is scheduled for movie night at 
Langford Park Recreation Center, 
30 Langford Park. 

Then head back to Hampden 
Park on Sat., Aug. 12, 8-10:30pm 
for the movie “Sing.”

Local business wins 
success award
A local business, Planting Peo-
ple, Growing Justice (“PPGJ”), 
has been chosen as a winner of 
The 2017 American Small Busi-
ness Championship hosted by 
SCORE, the nation’s largest net-
work of volunteer, expert busi-
ness mentors. The Champion-
ship awarded this title to 102 en-
trepreneurs in the United States 
for their dedication to the success 
of their small businesses. 

PPGJ earned the title of 
American Small Business Cham-
pion by submitting an online ap-
plication describing a unique as-
pect of their small business that 
has contributed to their success, 
their positive impact on the com-
munity, and their plans to use 
the prizes to grow their business. 

Nominations which garnered at 
least 100 votes were then present-
ed to a judging panel of small 
business experts that determined 
102 winners including PPGJ.

PPGJ is an organization that 

is set on building strong com-
munities by developing leaders 
and empowering them to discov-
er their own leadership potential 
to make an impact in the world. 
PPGJ started in 2014 through the 

vision of East Midway resident 
Dr. Artika Tyner, believes that ev-
eryone has the potential to make 
a difference in the world, no mat-
ter their title or position. PPGJ 
is currently working on a youth 
education project which seeks to 
empower leaders of tomorrow 
by promoting literacy, cultural 
awareness, and leadership de-
velopment.

PPGJ is also eligible to win 
one of three additional $25,000 
grand prizes by being named 
Grand Champion. 

To learn more about The 
American Small Business 
Championship and to view the 
complete list of Champions, 
visit www.championship.score.
org.

Merriam Park Library 
plans July events
Merriam Park Library,  1831 
Marshall Ave.,  has all  kinds 
of events to help pass the hot 
days of summer.

Family  Storyt imes  take 
place every Friday, 10:30-11am. 
Spend time sharing stories, 
songs, and rhymes with your 
child while building a founda-
tion for reading success. Pre-
schoolers, toddlers, and babies 
welcome! 

On Tues., July 18, 11am, 
Minnesota musicians Datta 
Hartman and Bill Lee of Ten 
Penny  Tunes,  wi l l  share  a 
45-minute family friendly con-
cert for children of all ages. 
The duo will share a variety of 
old music from many different 
cultures on an amusing collec-
tion of instruments. Audience 

participation, including danc-
ing, is highly encouraged.

 Open Lab for Writers is 
scheduled for  every Thurs. , 
10:30-noon. There is no in-
structor, but it is an opportu-
nity to meet, discuss, or work 
on whatever you’re writing. All 
styles welcome! 

A  Ta b l e t / S m a r t p h o n e 
Help Clinic is scheduled for 
Thursdays,  10am-1pm, and 
Fri., Aug. 4, 12-2pm. The Tab-
let/Smartphone Help Clinics 
are for ALL tablets and smart-
phones. Bring your questions, 
problems and concerns. If we 
can’t answer the question, we’ll 
find resources or organizations 
that can! No registration re-
quired. 

Free Neighborhood De-
ve l o p m e n t  C e n t e r  ( N D C ) 
Workshops are scheduled for 
Tuesdays in July, 6-8pm. Call 
to register at  651-379-8113. 
On July 18, “Branding Your 
Business” is the topic. Learn 
the basics  of  branding and 
how it can help strengthen re-
lationships with your custom-
ers, gain more recognition in 
the marketplace and give your 
customers a  unique experi -
ence. On July 25 the topic is 
“Business Accounting.”  Al-
ready know the basics? This 
workshop focuses on increas-
ing knowledge of bookkeep-
ing basics. Learn about finan-
cial analysis, ratio analysis and 
how to read and understand fi-
nancial statements.

The Merriam Park Book 
Club will meet Mon., July 24, 
6:30-7:30pm. July’s book is 
“Lab Girl” by Hope Jahren.

In Our Community
Continued from page 12

Hamline Midway Mural project needs a Kickstart to reach $8500 goal
The Burlesque Public Works Di-
vision, an offshoot of Minneap-
olis-based creative studio Bur-
lesque of North America, is plan-
ning to design and paint a mas-
sive series of murals spanning 
nine garage doors on the side of 
the former American Can Com-
pany building on Prior Ave. They 
have a Kickstarter campaign to 
raise the additional funds needed 
for the project.

These murals will tell the 
story of the Hamline-Midway 
neighborhood, featuring imag-
es which honor its history, in-
cluding the railroads which ran 
through it, the legacy of J.J. Hill, 
and the Minnesota State Fair 
which we will draw from the 

Minnesota Historical Society and 
the Ramsey County Historical 
Society. They’re also expected to 
work with members of the com-
munity to learn what’s important 
to them about their neighbor-
hood and to translate that into 
these big and bold murals, help-
ing bring new life to an area un-
dergoing a revival thanks to the 
arrival of new businesses such as 
Can Can Wonderland and Black 
Stack Brewing. 

When viewed together, the 
nine 20’ X 16’ doors will form 
a cohesive story of the area’s 
railroads and structures, and 
the history and integrity of the 
workforce in the Hamline-Mid-
way area and its rejuvenation as 

a center of creativity and enter-
prise. The mission is to bring to 
light the Midwestern modesty 
and the blue-collar soul of this 
thriving capital city. 

After a $20,000 Challenge 
Grant received from The Knight 
and additional generous back-
ing of Orton Developments, 
Can Can Wonder land,  and 
Ironlak Paint, they are within 
$8500 of their goal. There is 
a Kickstarter Campaign to get 
them to the goal. The deadline 
is July 21. Go to www.kickstart-
er.com and search for “Histor-
ical Murals for Hamline Mid-
way.” As of press time they had 
raised $4700 of their $8500 
goal.

Six of the nine garage doors on the Can Can Wonderland building that 
would form a mural of the story of the area’s railroads and structures, the 
workforce, and the soul of the capital city. A Kickstarter campaign is trying 
to raise the last $8500 for the $40,000 project.

Rice St. Festival runs weekends July 14-30
Rice St. Festival, the oldest 
festival in Saint Paul, has 
many events planned for 
July 14 through July 30.

The Rice St. Festival 
Fashion Show is scheduled 
for Fri., July 14, at TST Ca-
tering & Ideal Hall, 1494 
North Dale St. It starts with 
a 6pm Social and the Show 
starts at 6:30pm. This year’s 
fashion show will include 
a dress accessory drive for 
Operation Glass Slipper. 
2017 queen candidates and the 2016-17 reigning royalty will model 
clothing from local retailers. Light appetizers and a cash bar will be 
available. Tickets for the fashion show are $10 (at the door), and raf-
fle tickets will be available for purchase with funds raised going to 
support the newly elected royalty.

The Royalty Car Wash is planned for Sat., July 22, 11am to 
2pm, at Advanced Auto Parts, 1111 Rice St. There will be hot dogs 
and pop available for $2, and register to win a $25 Advance Auto 
Gift Certificate and more.

The Old-Timers Softball Game (Kamps Market vs. Tin Cup) 
will take place on Fri., July 28, 6pm at the Rice/Lawson Fields.

On Sat., July 29, the Car Show will run from 11am-4pm at 
Dar’s Double Scoop, 1048 Rice St. The Rice St. Festival Kickball 
Tournament starts at 9am at Rice/Lawson Fields, and the Rice St. 
Do It Best Hardware Side Walk Sale runs from 10am-4pm, 1110 
Rice St.

The final day of the Rice St. Festival begins on Sun., July 30, 1pm 
with the annual Parade down Rice St. Food trucks will be available 
on Lawson Ave. between Rice and Marion streets. After the parade 
head to the Rice St. Recreation Center (1021 Marion St.) for Family 
Fun Day. Finish off the Festival with the Coronation of the new 
2017-18 royalty court, 3:30pm at Washington Technology School, 
1495 Rice St. For admission to the coronation, have a Rice St. Festival 
button or $5 at the door.

The annual parade has all the tradition-
al parade features, including floats.

Micro apartments on Territorial Road scheduled to open in August
With construction underway since 
January, RAY, a new “smart living” 
micro-unit apartment complex at 
2326 Territorial Rd., is on track to 
welcome residents on Aug. 1.

The project, owned and de-
veloped by Brad Johnson, princi-
pal of RAY Residential and one of 
the owners and developers Car-
leton Place Artist Lofts and The 
Lyric Apartments, builds on the 
fast-growing micro living craze  
driven by a more minimalist life-
style, smaller apartments, tiny 
homes and the evolving “no-bag-
gage” culture. 

Seventy-five percent of RAY’s 
79 units are “micro studios,” 
ranging from 372 to 505 square 
feet, with rents starting at about 
$1,100 per month. The develop-

ment also offers a mix of larger 
market-rate one- and two-bed-
room units, featuring sleek, mod-
ern finishes in kitchens and baths, 
along with underground parking 
and special pet-friendly ameni-
ties.

Distinguishing itself from 
other studio and micro-oriented 
living spaces, RAY’s smallest units 
provide wider views to the out-
doors, with 50% more glass area 
and window space than a typical 
studio apartment. 

Included on its list of features 
is a rooftop deck with bar, grill 
and fire pit. For canines in resi-
dence, there is a separate “woof-
top deck” relief area, an indoor 
washing station, and a treadmill. 
Common areas provide high-

speed fiber-optic internet with 
Wi-Fi in all public areas, a secured 
dry-cleaning drop-off site, a sub-
stantial fitness room with up-to-
the-minute equipment plus mul-
tiple seating areas in a stunning 
glass-walled lobby. To entertain 
large groups without squeezing 
them into their compact apart-
ments, residents can reserve “The 
Chef’s Table,” a private dining 
room with pro-grade kitchen. An-
other special feature is a library/
media lounge which has books 
for borrowing, can serve as a con-
ference room and includes a turn-
table with vinyl records stocked 
by a neighborhood record store. 

The architect for the project 
was UrbanWorks Architecture of 
Minneapolis.

RAY, a new “smart living” micro-unit apartment complex at 2326 Territo-
rial Rd., is on track to welcome residents on Aug. 1. Seventy-five percent of 
RAY’s 79 units are “micro studios,” ranging from 372 to 505 square feet, 
with rents starting at about $1,100 per month. 
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Another attempt to connect Greenway over the river to St. Paul
By JANE MCCLURE

Another effort is underway 
to kick-start a Midtown Gre-
enway extension into St. Paul. 
This summer St. Paul and Min-
neapolis community and bicy-
cle advocacy groups are form-
ing the “Extend the Greenway 
Partnership” Coalition. The co-
alition organizers are also seek-
ing a cost estimate to complete 
a feasibility study of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railroad’s Short 
Line Bridge, which crosses the 
river between the Franklin Ave. 
and Marshal l -Lake bridges. 
The intent is to get a study in 
place to determine how much 
a full bridge inspection would 
cost, as well as the cost to fully 
rehabilitate the bridge for bi-
cycle and pedestrian use. The 

Midtown Greenway Coalition 
hopes to raise about $10,000 
for the feasibility analysis.

Their steps came out of a 
June 7 Union Park Distr ic t 
Council (UPDC) meeting to 
hear a panel discussion of the 
long-awaited bike and walking 
trail project, and possible next 
steps. Almost 100 people at-
tended the meeting. Many are 
interested in seeing the exten-
sion move ahead and are set-
ting up a web page to gather 
input on the extension.

The Midtown Greenway is 
more than 5.5 miles long. It 
runs one block north of Lake 
St. in Minneapolis, in a former 
Milwaukee Road railroad corri-
dor. The Greenway’s first phase 
opened in 2000, and it has ex-

panded three times since then. 
It includes two one-way bike 
lanes and one two-way walk-
ing path, though they are com-
bined in some places where 
space is tight. More than 5,000 
people use the Greenway each 
day.

The  Greenway  cu r ren t -
ly dead-ends just west of the 
Mississippi River. “There’s not 
a great way to cross the river,” 
said Midtown Greenway Coa-
lition Executive Director Soren 
Jensen. Cyclists and pedestri-
ans must use the Marshall or 
Franklin bridges. Jensen said 
there’s a need for political will 
to get the extension done.

“If  this is going to hap-
pen, it has to come from the St. 
Paul side,” said Jensen.

Several people at the meet-
ing expressed support for a 
connection,  al though there 
were  ques t ions  about  con-
struction and long-term main-
tenance costs and how those 
would be covered. No current 
costs estimates have been pre-
pared. One idea raised is to tie 
the Greenway extension dis-
cussion into plans to rebuild 
Interstate 94, and the fate of 
railroad tracks in the Desnoyer 
Park and Prospect Park areas. 
That planning work might pro-
vide a way to get a connection 
done.

But the biggest question is 
the Short Line or High Bridge 
railroad bridge over the Mis-

sissippi River, which is owned 
by the Canadian Pacific Rail-
road. The bridge was built in 
1880 and rebuilt in 1902. More 
than a decade ago CP Rail of-
fered Hennepin County bridge 
access, if the county would as-
sume legal liability and keep 
the bridge open for rail traffic. 
A 2006 study commissioned 
by the county indicated that 
the bridge, due to its age, con-
struction, and maintenance, 
is at risk of collapse. A recom-
mendation was made to build 
a new bike/pedestrian bridge 
using the bridge piers, which 
had $12 million costs at that 
time. Also suggested was con-
struction of a new bridge paral-
lel to the existing one.

Jensen said a new study is 
being sought so that the bridge 
can be examined in detail. Jen-
sen is calling for a coalition of 
St. Paul, Ramsey County, Min-
neapolis and Hennepin County 
officials to work toward bridge 
acquisition and repair.

Efforts to extend the Mid-
town Greenway into St. Paul 
are nothing new. Since about 
2003 St. Paul Department of 
Publ ic  Works  of f i c ia l s  and 
community members have dis-
cussed a bike and pedestrian 
trail connection. It would have 
extended along Ayd Mill Rd. 
and connected with the I-35E 
Trail ,  Samuel Morgan Trail , 
and east-west neighborhood 
bike lanes. Most concepts had 

the greenway extending up be-
tween Ayd Mill  Rd. and the 
CP Rail track, along the tracks 
through the West Midway in-
dustrial  area and then into 
Desnoyer Park neighborhood 
to the rai l road bridge.  The 
project had city and federal 
funding at one point.

P u b l i c  Wo r k s  o f f i c i a l s 
contended they could design 
a safe trail; railroad officials 
disagreed. After negotiations 
had failed, the city sought to 
acquire the property through 
eminent domain. CP Rail then 
sued.  In 2010 U.S .  Dis t r ic t 
Court Judge Donovan Frank 
ru led  aga ins t  the  c i t y  and 
for the railroad. That put the 
brakes on the project.

St. Paul city officials are in-
terested in seeing what can be 
done on their side of the river.

Public Works Traffic En-
gineer John Maczko said the 
Midway Greenway extension 
has long appealed to him. “It 
would close a gap with our 
existing bike facilities.… It’s a 
great vision to go for. But we 
learned in the past  that we 
have to have a willing part-
ner in the railroad,” Maczko 
added. He believes CP rail offi-
cials would talk about the proj-
ect again. But changes in fed-
eral law would mean bringing 
in the federal Surface Trans-
portation Board and jumping 
through other hoops before a 
project goes forward.

Classifieds
Want ads must be received by the Monitor by July 31 for the Aug. 10 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information. 

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor's website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.comMonitor
Monitor Want Ads are $1 per word 
with a $10 minimum. Send your 
remittance along with your ad to 
Monitor Classifi eds, 125 1st Ave. 
NW, PO Box 168, Minneapolis, 
MN 55369. Want ads must be 
mailed to the Monitor by July 31 
for the Aug. 10 issue. Ad copy can 
be e-mailed to denis@deruyter-
nelson.com. Call 651-645-7045 
for more information. Your classi-
fi ed ad will also be automatically 
placed on the Monitor’s website at 
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a Personal 
Touch. Legal Services in the areas 
of: Small Business, Wills and 
Trusts, Probate, Real Estate, and 
Family. Kirsten Libby, 855 Rice 
Street, Suite 100, St. Paul, MN, 
651-487-1208 www.libbylawof-
fi ce.com. B-17

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage 
near Snelling and University. 
Short term or long term. Heated 
and unheated available. 570 
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166. ham-
lineparkstorage.com. 7-17

EMPLOYMENT
Reimbursed Senior Volunteer 
Positions - LSS is looking for vol-
unteers aged 55+ to serve in our 
Senior Companion Program by 
providing friendly in-homes vis-
its and transportation to older 
adults near you. Our volunteers 
receive a tax-free stipend, as well as 
mileage reimbursement and other 
benefi ts. Make a difference in 
your community today! Contact 
Lisa Beardsley at 651.310.9450 or 
email: Lisa.Beardsley@lssmn.org 
7-17

LAWN CARE
Lawn Care - Standard lawn care, 
use small push mower, not big rid-
ing mower. $75 average monthly 
cost. First story gutters. 651-224-
8593. 7-17

Lawn/Snow Service, Yard/Gutter 
Cleaning. Roof Snow/Ice. 651-
688-9977. B-17

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional offi ce space 
with free, attached parking. Single 
offi ces up to 10,000 sf. Building 
information available at ham-
linepp.com . Contact Eric with 
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 7-17

PAINTING
Interior Exterior Painting / Repair. 
Wallpaper Removal, etc. Gutter 
Cleaning. Insured. 651-699-2832. 
B-17

Painter Jim. 35 years experience. 
Small painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514. 8-17

PIANO TUNING
Piano tuning and repair starting at 
$90. Call Andrew. 612-458-1998. 
7-17

WINDOW CLEANING
Larry’s Window Washing - You 
will see the difference. Inside and 
out. 651-635-9228. 10-17

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,

STEPS,  
NEW OR REPAIR,

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements any size

BRICK, BLOCK & 
STUCCO REPAIR

Over 25 years experience
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 
ONLY $1/WORD AND 

INCLUDE ONLINE 
PLACEMENT

NEXT DEADLINE:
JULY 31

NEXT PUBLICATION:
AUGUST 10

ham near Desnoyer Park’s name-
sake park. She understands the 
need to remove parking from one 
side of the street but said it will 
cause hardships for guests, Metro 
Mobility, and contractor vehicles. 

Supporters said the bikeway 
will provide safety for cyclists 
and will be a win-win for every-
one, and that the project does re-
tain parking in many places. Like 
opponents, they asked for several 
safety considerations, either now 
or when Pelham is eventually 

rebuilt. Several speakers said the 
street needs to be reconstructed 
sooner rather than later. Support-
ers asked for measures including 
a 25-mile per hour speed limit, 
signage to prevent parking in the 
bike lanes and measures to calm 
traffi c.

Drew Ross is a past president 
of the Desnoyer Park Improve-
ment Association and represents 
the neighborhood on Union 
Park District Council. Ross said 
community groups support the 
plan, which has been on the 
drawing boards since 2013. He 
said long-term changes need to 
be studied, but that interim mea-
sures should put in place soon.

West Midway 
bikeway
Continued from page 10
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A restaurant that guides you to joyfulness and the unexpected 
By JAN WILLMS

One recent Sunday morn-
ing, it was a little chilly outside. 
Colin Anderson was doing prep 
work in his new restaurant, Eure-
ka Compass Vegan Foods at 629 
Aldine St. 

“I had the ovens on, and it 
was kind of warm and cozy in 
here,” he said. “We were listen-
ing to music, and people were 
coming in and hanging out. I was 
getting a lot of work done.” An-
derson said he asked himself why 
people were coming and stay-
ing around, in no hurry to leave. 
Then he said to himself, “Oh, I 
have a restaurant. This is what I 
want. I have actually created this 
nice space where people hang 
out and are having a good time. 
And I was tickled by it.”

Anderson, who opened his 
doors for business in May in the 
Hamline-Midway neighborhood, 
said he wants to create more than 
a restaurant—he wants a space 
that will be a gathering place, 
where community members can 
get to know each other, and ev-
eryone will be welcome.

He grew up in a small com-
munity in Illinois called Rich-
mond that had as its slogan “The 

Village of Yesteryear.” Anderson’s 
family operated a candy store 
that has been for the past 90 
years and is still there today. “We 
weren’t much of a processed food 
kind of family,” he recalls. As a 
Boy Scout, he learned to cook, 
preparing food in relatively prim-
itive conditions. In high school, 
he started working for Daylight 
Donuts, since his older brother 
was working in the candy shop. 
“I learned patience and some of 
the best practices of baking and 
running a kitchen at the donut 
shop,” Anderson remarked. Later, 
when his brother went off to col-
lege, and he worked at the candy 
store, he learned the science and 
chemistry of cooking. “I learned 
specifics and a lot about the im-
portance of ingredients,” he said. 
“We bought cream for caramel 
from a local farmer and separat-
ed the cream from the milk our-
selves. I could taste the difference 
between caramels made from 
cream the first day from caramel 
made with cream a few days old.” 

He said that when he and his 
wife moved to the Hamline-Mid-
way area, he found some of that 
same small-town quality he re-
membered from childhood in 
the metropolitan neighborhood.

Before moving to St. Paul, 
the Andersons had lived on an 

organic farm, where he got into 
minimally processing food. “We 
let a tomato just be a tomato, 
and I discovered kohlrabi for the 
first time. It was a period of great 
personal poverty for me, a self-in-
flicted monastic existence. “We 
were eating a lot of raw food we 
had on the farm.”

Anderson said he became a 
vegetarian in 2000, following a 
time of “pretty bad health hab-
its.” He said he was a cigarette 
smoker ate Taco Bell for 60 days 
in a row just to prove he could. 

But as he adopted the veg-
etarian lifestyle, he enhanced 
his cooking style, creating dish-
es with what he had on hand. 
“Cooking has always been a pas-
sion of mine,’ Anderson said. 
About nine years ago he became 
vegan. While working in the food 
industry in St. Paul, he had an 
initial plan for creating vegan rec-
ipes that didn’t need a lot of in-
vestment and could be done in a 
small way.

“I wanted to make a good 
vegan croissant,” he explained. 
“We had been on the West Coast 
celebrating our 10th wedding an-
niversary, and we went to a vegan 
restaurant owned by the perform-
er Moby. We had the most won-
derful Sunday afternoon meal, 
and we had a croissant there.”

In early March of this year, 
Anderson began exploring what 
his vegan creations might look 
like. He took a non-vegan recipe 
for croissants and fooled around 
with it. “I made enough dough 
so that any mistake I might 
make with the first batch could 
be fixed. The second batch was 
ideal. Croissants were something 
I just knew there would be a 
good response to.”

Anderson said he had pop-
up croissant offerings, and real-
ized he could make a good living 
just making the croissants at his 
home and selling them to vari-
ous coffee shops around the cit-
ies. But then he discovered Eden’s 
Pizza on Aldine had some hours 
they were not using their estab-
lishment, and he talked to them 
about serving some vegan food 
at the Aldine location when they 
were closed. The pizza estab-
lishment agreed, and he was set 
to do that. But then Eden Pizza 
closed for business, and Ander-
son found the owner of the prop-
erty to talk about setting up a 
vegan restaurant.

Now he is serving ticketed 
dinners on Monday nights, of-
fering lunches during the week, 
and having pizzas Sunday eve-
nings. He lists the hours for the 
week on the restaurant’s Face-
book page. He has launched a 
Kickstarter to help defray some 
of the expenses of opening the 
restaurant.

“I had confidence in my-
self I could pull it off,” he said. 
“I don’t have very many expec-
tations except that I’m going 
to make mistakes, I’m going to 
learn a lot, and I’m always going 
to be amazed and encouraged by 
the kindness and support of total 
strangers.”

Anderson said he offers a 
sober restaurant. “People have 
told me they have been uncom-
fortable with places serving wine 
and beer, and they feel welcome 
knowing they won’t have to 
sit down by some folks getting 
buzzed.”

Although the restaurant is 
not entirely gluten free, because 
there is still a lot of pizza dust 
remaining, it is peanut-free. An-
derson wanted parents to come 
in and not have to worry if their 
child had a peanut allergy.

Since Anderson is owner, op-
erator and sole employee of Eu-
reka Compass Vegan Foods, he 
spends much of his time at the 
restaurant either serving meals or 
prepping for dinners. Although 
his Monday night dinners are 
fine dining, he does not con-
sider his business to be a vegan 
fine-dining restaurant. “I would 
call it a counter-service restau-
rant,” he stated. He harkened 
back to little places where he has 
ventured. “There’s one guy cook-
ing over a grill, and maybe eight 
seats. You could sit there, but for 
the most part, you took the food 
with you.”

Anderson said it is very nice 
when people sit down inside at 
Eureka Compass, but he finds 
it more rewarding to see people 
sitting outside. He said it shows 
that something is happening, 
people are gathering.

He noted that  a  lot  of 
thought went into the naming 
of the restaurant. “It came from 
brainstorming words of deep-
er meaning,” he said. Anderson 
wanted to offer scratch prepared 
food, something in which the 
consumer would feel his care. 
“You would be in a space that 
is guiding you to something 
else; a space where everyone is 
welcome. So the compass be-
comes your guide, and it is the 
root word of compassion.” He 
said Eureka describes someone 
doing some work to find some-
thing, but when you have found 
it, there is an unexpectedness to 
it. And it is joyful. 

Besides his croissants and 
scones and pizza, some of the 
dishes Anderson offers for his 
dinners include raw melon and 
peach salad, okra gumbo, her-
bed dropped biscuits with white 
bean gravy and peach and mint 
cobbler. Those were some of the 
foods he planned for his last tick-
eted dinner on July 10. And they 
will never be served again. No 
matter how good it tastes, Ander-
son never makes the same dish 
twice.

“This is an experience-based 
restaurant,” he said with a smile. 
“You have to be adventurous.”

Colin Anderson, owner of Eureka Compass Vegan Foods, is proud to have “created this nice space where people hang 
out and are having a good time. And I was tickled by it.” (Photo by Jan Willms)

Colin Anderson said it all started when he wanted to make a “good vegan 
croissant.” (Photo by Jan Willms)
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traffic flow for both pedestrians 
and drivers. We estimate that 
the shuttle moves about 40,000 
passengers from the State Fair-
grounds to the Zoo and Conser-
vatory each year, so that should 
be a big improvement.”

The Minnesota and Circle 
Gardens combine native Minne-
sota plants with flowing path-
ways, natural gathering spaces 
defined by comfortable seating, 

and more efficient access in and 
out of the campus. The enor-
mous planter bowls stocked 
with flowers are reminiscent of 
those used in the original de-
sign of Aphrodite’s Garden at 
the turn of the last century. 

Cas to  Solano ’s  16 ’  ta l l 
sculpture of prairie grasses and 
fireflies (whose tails are illumi-
nated with LED bulbs), charts 
a path forward. “It will show us 
how important it is to follow 
a path of preservation and car-
ing for the future,” Solano said. 
“Perhaps we too can become 
conscious of the grandness of 
small things.”

Minnesota and 
Circle Gardens
Continued from page 1

Abundant, informal seating was created with several low, curved benches. Cast from colored concrete, the benches 
were made to resemble the Kasota Limestone which figures strongly into the design of the Visitor Center (visible in 
the background). 

A new 16’ tall sculpture called, “Lit-
tle Giants of Como” was installed 
by Spanish architect in early June. 
Solano’s design was chosen by a 
committee made up of staff from 
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory, 
the City of St. Paul Parks and Rec-
reation Department, Como Friends, 
and Public Art St. Paul. 

Michelle Furrer (pictured left), Como Park Zoo and Conservatory campus 
manager; and Brett Hussong (pictured right), landscape architect with St. 
Paul Parks and Recreation Department. Both agreed that, “With this proj-
ect, it wasn’t about getting bigger – it was about getting better.” Furrer and 
Hussong were two of the primary members of the redesign team. 
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“We’ve also relocated our 
Como Shuttle drop off spot 
in hopes of easing traffic 
flow for both pedestrians and 
drivers.”

– Michelle Furrer
Como Park Zoo and 

Conservatory campus manager


